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Sidon commemorates slain leader 


SI DON (R) — More than 15,000 people inarched silently thr- 
ough the southern city of Sidon Saturday in memory of Sunni 
Muslim leader Maarouf Saad, whose violent death a decade ago 
helped spark Lebanon's civil war. Muslim and Christian notables 
led marchers with portraits of Saad, former Egyptian leader 
Garaal Abdul Nasser, and Sand's son and political heir Mustafa, a 
fierce opponent of Israeli occupation who was badly injured in a 
car bomb in January. They also carried banners with slogans 
urging unity between Sunni and Shfite Muslims and Christians in 
Sidon. Saad. 66, head of the city’s “Popular Nasserist Mov- 
ement” . was shot by an unknown gunman on Feb. 26, 1 975 as he 
led a demonstration by fishermen and theirsuppoiters against the 
granting of exclusive fishing rights to a' big company. -His death : 
eight days later heightened tension and brought violent clashes in 
Sidon between the army and leftist militiamen. 



trauss reiterates stand on arras 


An indepSfiWWrab political daily publ 
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BONN (R) — West German conservative leader Franz-Josef 
Strauss Saturday repeated his demand that Bonn should allow the 
sale of arms to Saudi Arabia. In an interview with the Sunday 
newspaper. Welt am Sotratag. the day after his return from a visit 
to Israel, the right-wing Bavarian prime minister said Saudi Ara- 
bia fell** relegated" to a secondary position and as a consequence 
West German exports at large could be affected. Mr. Strauss was 
strongly criticised by Israelis before and during his four-day visit 
for his support for the sale of West German Leopard-2 battle 
tanks to Saudi Arabia. He said he told the Israelis that “we all 
have an interest in maintaining the Saudis as a facror of stability in 
the Gulf region." French, U.S. and British tanks were just as. 
deadly as German ones and Riyadh had a right to know whether 
West Germany was a reliable trading partner or not, he said. 
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Egyptian journalists 
.ban Israeli ties 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s press 
union has banned its members, 
from visiting Israel or cooperating 
with Israeli journalists “until the 
. peace process is completed and 
Israel withdraws from all occupied 
Arab territories.’* a union spo- 
kesman said Saturday. He said the 
decision was taken following Fri- 
day's election of the union’s new 
president. Ibrahim Nafeh, board 
chairman and editor-in-chief of 
the semi-official daily newspaper 
A1 Ahram. 


Diouf in Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — President Abdou 
Diouf of Senegal arrived here Sat- 
urday on a four-day visit for talks 
with President Hosni Mubarak 
.and other officials on Middle Eas- 
tern and African affairs.- Mr. 
Diouf made no statement on his 
arrival and official talks between 
the two leaders are scheduled for 
Sunday. 


Lebanese soldier 
loses legs in blast 


BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese 
army soldier lost both legs Sat- 
urday when the car he was driving 
blew up near Beirut’s horse-race 
track, security sources said. At 
least one other person was injured 
in the blast, thev added. 


4 Jews arrested 
at Haram A1 Sharif 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli security forces Friday 
arrested four Jews trying to enter 
Jerusalem's Haram AI Sharif, pol- 
ice sources said. The sources said 
guards at one of the gates leading 
to the holy site detained the four. 
It was not immediately clear whe- 
ther they were planning an attack. 
Last year, Jewish extremists twice 
planned to blow up the Mosque of 
Omar, situated in the Haram AI 
Sharif. The mosque is Islam’s third 
holiest site. . 


20 die in Indian 
election violence 


NEW DELHI (R) — Twenty 
people were killed Saturday and 
about 1,000 arrested in India's 
eastern Bihar state on the first day 
of elections, the United News of 
India (UNI) reported. The hews 
■ agency said a huge quantity of 
arms and ammunition was seized 
by security forces, placed on alert 
to try and ensure peaceful voting 
for a state assembly. 


Earlier story on page 8 


Sri Lankan rebels, 
say 40 soldiers killed 


NEW. DELHI !R) — A Tamil 
guerrilla press release claimed 
Saturday that 40 soldiers were kil- 
led in a gunbattle with separatist 
guerrillas in Sri Lanka Friday, the 
Press Trust of India (PTI1 rep- 
orted. It quoted the Eelam Peo- 
ple’s Information Centre in Mad- 
ras as saying the soldiers were kil- 
led when guerrillas of the Eelam 
People’s Revolutionary Lib- 
eration Front attacked a police 
station at Kilinochchi in northern 
Sri Lanka. It gave no further det- 
ails. 
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Israelis storm Maarake, detain 350 


Berri threatens attacks 


against Israeli villages 


in retaliation to raids 


TEER DEBBA, Lebanon (Agencies) — Hun- 
dreds of Israeli troops in tanks and other 
armoured vehicles swept into the national, 
resistance stronghold of Maarake in Israel’s 
biggest raid to date on a South Lebanese 
village and Lebanese cabinet minister Nabih 
Berri. said villages in northern Israel would 
be attacked in future each time the Israeli 


nded up about 350 men in the sch- 
ool in the centre of Maarake. that 
has become known as the "“arc of 
resistance.” 

The source said the Israelis had 
come in three tanks. 50 armoured 
personnel carriers and 30 other 
vehicles, approaching the village 
from several directions. 


aj*my raided Lebanese villages. 


“From now on, whenever a sou- 
thern village, is attacked, a Gal- 
ilean village will be hit.” Mr. 
Bern, minister of state for South 
Lebanon, said. 

Mr. Berri, leader of the Shfite 
Amal militia, spoke to reporters as 
about 800 Israeli soldiers stormed 
Maarake village, near the sou- 
thern city of Tyre, m the latest 
massive operation against alleged 
strongholds of resistance fighters 
attacking Israeli occupation tro- 
ops. 

Volleys of automatic weapons 
fire and explosions could be heard 
from Maarake in this village three 
kilometres to the west. Israeli hel- 
icopters made low runs over Maa- 
rake and thick, black smoke rose 
above the hilltop village, app- 
arently from tyres that tow- 
nspeople set afire to try to block 
the Israelis' entry. 


A photographer who was in the 
village. 1 2 kilometres east of the 
port of Tyre, described the raid 
this way: 

"People looked terrified. The. 
Israelis were shooting in the air 
and armoured vehicles started rol- 
ling amid the burning tyres and 
.shouting women, and one car with 
a bullhorn called on men to gather 
at the local school.” 

The photographer, quoted by 
the Associated Press, said he was 
with French U.N. troops in the vil- 
lage when an Israeli colonel ord- 
ered him out. Israeli forces blo- 
cked other photographers and 
reporters from approaching Maa- 
rake. sometimes fired over the 
heads of the journalists to back up 
their orders. 

A military source, who spoke to 
the AP on condition he will not be 
named, said the Israelis had rou- 


In Tel Aviv, Israeli military sou 
rces quoted by the AP said later 
that Israeli soldiers killed one 
Lebanese and destroyed three 
houses during searches in Maa- 
rake on Saturday. 

The sources, who spoke on con- 
dition they were not identified, 
said the Lebanese was shot while 
trying to escape from the soldiers. 

They said the array arrested a 
number of men suspects, “pla- 
nning or carrying out attacks on 
Israelis." and also found large 
quantities of arms and amm- 
unition. 


Security sources quoted by 
Reuter said the Israelis were led 
by General Ori Orr, Israeli army 
commander for northern Israel. 

Residents contacted in the vil- 
lage said the Israelis shot and 
wounded three people, and a man 
fleeing towards nearby Toura vil- 
lage had also been shot and lay 
bleeding in the road. 

. Toura residents said the Israelis 


(Continued on page 3) 


British' 


coalminers 


face crucial 


decision 


LONDON (AP) — Beleaguered 
mining union leaders, facing def- 
eat after nearly a year on strike, 
meet Sunday under pressure to 
call off the longest national labour 
dispute in British history. 

Union . officials in Yorkshire, 
the biggest coal county and bed- 
rock of the strike, held out and 
decided Saturday to oppose the 
return to work unless some 700 
miners fired for criminal offenses 
during the strike are reinstated- 
But other key regions have 
demanded the strike be called off 
without a settlement and are exp- 
ected to prevail at a special union 
conference Sunday. 

A return with no settlement 
would leave the central issue of 
the dispute — the closing of une- 
conomic mines — unresolved, giv- 
ing the conservative government 
victory. 

Even Yorkshire miners, by not 
mentioning mine closures in a res- 
olution passed Saturday, ack- 
nowledged there was no hope of 
shifting Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher in her insistence that the 
national Coal Board close 
money-losing mines. 

Arthur Scargill, who pitched his 
National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) into the long, costly and 
violent dispute on March 12. 
1984, made a last-ditch appeal 
Friday for the strike to continue. 

But some 96,000 miners, or 52 
per cent of the union’s 186.000 
members were back at work by 
Friday, the Coal Board said, and 
hundreds more were likely to aba- 
ndon the strike in the coming 
week. 

The Financial Times, a business 
daily, estimated that 62 of the 111 
national delegates expected to 
attend Sunday’s meeting were cer- 
tain or likely to vote for a return to 
work, leaving the issue of fired 
miners to regional negotiations 
later. 

The Coal Board has said it will 
not gram amnesty to any miner 
fired for criminal conduct, ranging 
from destruction of Coal Board- 
property to violence on the picket 
line- 

Most of the fired miners come 
from Yorkshire, Mr. ScargflTs 
home county. Yorkshire pickets 
were at the forefront of months of 
clashes with police outside wor- 
king mines and power plants. 

The small, militant county of 
Kent, with 2,100 miners, also 
voted to stick, out for an amnesty. 


Israelis break up 


Birzeit exhibition 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops made 
a pre-dawn raid Saturday on a 
Palestinian university in the occ- 
upied West Bank to break up a 
Palestinian cultural exhibition. 

A spokeswoman for Birzeit 
University, north of Jerusalem, 
said the occupation forces det- 
ained 39 students during the mid- 
night to 4 a.m. (2200 to 0200 
GMT) operation. She said they 
had been preparing a cultural exh- 
ibition. 

“We have had this type of stu- 
dent activity several times this 
year .and the army hasn’t int- 
erfered," the spokeswoman told 
Reuters. 

Israels “civil administration” 
for the West Bank said the soldiers 
raided the university to prevent 
students holding a pro- Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
exhibition Saturday. It said troops 
made arrests but gave no details. 

The authorities claimed the 
array confiscated hundreds of 


“terror and incitement han- 
dbooks". thousands of pro-PLO 
leaflets and posters. PLO flags and 
hundreds of cassettes containing 
“nationalist songs” 


Israeli occupation forces dec- 
lared the university a closed mil- 
itary area, banning journalists 
from its campuses. 

The university spokeswoman 
said in a telephone interview that 
array roadblocks had stopped the 
majority of students from rea- 
ching classes Saturday but that 
Birzeit had not received an official 
closure order. 


Last year. Israeli authorities 
closed down AI Najah University 
in the West Bank town of Nablus 
for four months following a similar 
raid -on a pro-PLO exhibition. 

The Birzeit raid came almost 
four months after Israeli troops 
shot and killed one student and 
wounded another during a campus 
rally in support of PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat. 


U.S. denies travel permit 
to PLO observer at U.N. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
State Department has denied a 
representative of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
permission to travel to Capitol 
Hill for an informal meeting with 
members of the U.S. Congress, a 
department official said Friday. 

Zehdi Terzi. the PLO’s per- 
manent representative to the Uni- 
ted Nations, and Democratic Rep- 
resentative George Crockett of 
Michigan had requested a waiver 
from Mr. Terri's visa travel res- 
trictions so the PLO official could 
come to Washington to discuss 
Middle Eastern problems with 
congressmen. Mr. Terzi* s visa lim- 


its him to travel within 40 kil- 
ometres of New York City. 

Mr. Crockett had asked mem- 
bers of the House of Rep- 
resentatives Foreign Affairs 
Committee and the congressional 
black caucus if they would be int- 
erested in attending an informal 
meeting with Mr. Terzi, ten- 
tatively set for March 13. 

The proposal had been opposed 
by Republican Representative 
Mark Siljander of Michigan and 
1 8 other house members, who sig- 
ned a letter asking Secretary of 
State George P. Shultz to deny 
Mr. Terzi permission to travel to 
Washington. 


Bomb found near German 


embassy in Greek capital 


ATHENS (Agencies) — Police 
said they safely removed a bomb 
Saturday from outside the West 
German embassy, thwarting an 
attack that Greek guerrillas said 
signalled their “unification” with 
other European leftist groups. 

The large explosive device, lin- 
ked to a six kilogramme gas cyl- 
inder, was removed by a bomb 
disposal squad early Saturday and 
exploded. Police had been tipped 
about a suspicious package by nei- 
ghbouring British diplomats, the 


Associated Press (AP) said, but 
Reuter reported that police were 
tipped off by ap anonymous caller. 

Reuter quoted police as saying 
that a caller telephoned and said 
the bomb was planted . 


The caller said the bomb had 
been planted by a revolutionary 
group for international solidarity 
named after Christos Kassimis, 
who was shot dead during a pol- 
itical demonstration in Greece, 
according to Reuter. 



Iraqi 

leader 


receives 

Mubarak 


A PINT OF ROYAL BLOOD: a nurse 

cuts the tube after taking a pint of blood from Prince 
Charles at the North London Transfusion Centre 
Friday. A centre spokesman said the 36-year-old 


heir to the British throne had been Invited to make 
his first-ever blood donation to allay fears about the 
•spread of the AIDS disease (AP wirephoto) 


Egypt has urged more Israeli 


steps towards peace, Ali says 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Prime Min- 
ister Kamal Hassan Ali said in an 
interview published Saturday that 
Egypt has urged Israel to take an 
active role to revive peace talks in 
the Middle East. 

Mr. Ali told the newspaper AI 
Gomhouria that this was one of 
four points Egypr had emphasised 
in recent contacts with Israel, aga- 
inst a background of Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak's reg- 
ional peace initiative. 

T he four points were as follows.. 
Mr.’ Ali said: 

— A withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from Lebanon: 

— Improved conditions for Pal- 
estinians living in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip: 

— Resolving the problem of Taba. 
a coastal strip in Sinai chimed by 
Egypt and Israel: and 

— An active Israeli role in ini- 
tiating peace talks in the context of 
the recent accord between Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation Org- 


anisation (PLO). 

Mr. Ah said that Israel, despite 
conflicting statements by its lea- 
ders. *■ must take the decisions lea- 
ding to peace in the Middle East.” 
"Despite the controversy that 
has been going on in the United 
Stales, in Arab capitals and even 
within the PLO and its leadership. 
1 emphasise that these (Mr. Mub- 
arak’s) ideas were aimed k*lcly at 
getting movement.” Mr. Ali told 
the newspaper. "This is not an ini- 
tiative but just ideas.” 

Mr. Ali said the Mubarak pro- 
posals were designed "to revive 
the Palestinian case and an att- 
empt to reach a just solution for 
ihe Middle East problem." 

He was quoted as saying: “We 
are not exerting pressure on any- 
one. We 3re only offering ideas to 
help revive the peace process." 

Mr. Mubarak has suggested a 
sicp-by-siep approach for the 
Middle East peace process, with 
initial talks between the U.S. and a 
joint Jordanian- Palestinian team. 


then other Arabs, and Israel joi- 
ning at a later stage. 

Mr. Mubarak's proposal exp- 
licitly states that the PLO should 
chose the Palestinian side in the 
joint delegation. 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
this week accepted Mr. Mubarak' s 
proposal for direct talks between 
Israel and a Jordan-Palesiinian 
team, but insisted members of the 
PLO should not take part. The 
plan has been rejected by both 
Palestinian leaders and the Likud 
bloc. Mr. Peres’ partner in Israel's 
coalition government. 

Palestinian spokesmen have 
instead demanded an int- 
ernational conference that would 
bring in the Soviet Union and 
other concerned Arab countries, 
such as Syria, whose Golan Hei- 
ghts was occupied by Israel in 
1967. 

Envoys have been shutLling 
between Egypt and Israel this 
week carrying the views of the two 
Governments. 


message 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein rec- 
eived Saturday a letter from Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak 
on the latter's Middle East peace 
initiative, an Arab diplomatic sou- 
rce quoted by the Associated 
Press said. 

The letter was delivered by vis- 
iting Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid during a 
90-rainuie meeting with President 
Hussein. 

The letter, according to the sou- 
rce who asked not to be identified, 
“briefs the Iraqi president on det- 
ails of President Mubarak's ini- 
tiative and requests support for 
the effort” He did not elaborate. ■ 

Mr. Abdul Meguid. who flew in 
late Friday, told reporters his talks 
with President Hussein were 
“cordial and positive” and cha- 
racterised by “understanding.” 

Mr. Abdul Meguid confirmed 
that he has delivered a letter to 
President Hussein from Mr. Mub- 
arak.; but refused to disclose its 


contems. 

Mr. Mubarak's proposal calls 
on the U.S. to discuss a peace deal 
for the Middle East problem with 
a joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
team before inviting Israel to take 
pan in the talks. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq 
Aziz conferred Friday witjp Mr. 
Abdul Meguid before flying to 
New York for a United Nations 
Security Council debate on con- 
ditions of prisoner -of wars in the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid stressed that 
the formation of a joint 
Palestinian -Jordanian team to any 
future peace talks is “an affair that 
totally concerns the two involved 
parlies and Israel has no right to 
interfere in it." the AP said. 

The chief Egyptian diplomat 
concluded his visit to Iraq later in 
the Jay and flew back to Cairo. 


Rome police 
hunt Libyan 
for murder 


of jeweller 


ROME (AP) — Police inv- 
estigating the suspected political 
murder of 3 wealthy Libyan jew- 
eller were searching for a Libyan 
man who was seen with the victim 
shortly before the shooting, aut- 
horities reported Saturday. 

The body of Mordechai Fadlun. 
50. shot in the head, neck and the 
back, was found in his store near 
Piazza Santa Maria Maggiore Fri- 
day night. A silencer-equipped 
7.65 calibre pistol which app- 
arently was used in the shooting 
was left on the floor, police said. 


The store safe, containing a 
considerable amount of money 
and gold objects, was left open, 
prompting police to suspect that 
the murder was politically mot- 
ivated. authorities said. 

Police distributed a composite 
drawing of the suspect, sketched 
from descriptions by three wit- 
nesses who claim to have seen the 
man enter i he store both Thursday 
and Friday, police said. 

A bra mo Fadlun, the victim's 
brother, said the suspect, des- 
cribed as a Libyan in his 30s. and 
the jeweller were still talking, 
when he and other employees clo- 
sed the store and left. Fadlun was 
found dead about an hour later. 
Fadlun, who has lived for eight 

years in Rome with his wife and 
two children, was expelled from 
Libya along with hundreds of oth- 
ers in the 1970s, police said, add- 
ing that he was not known to be 
politically active. 

Libyan leader Col. Muammar 
Oadhafi - repeatedly has warned 
that Libyans who fled the country 
should return home or face “liq- 
uidation.” 

Fadlun was I3th Libyan killed 
in Italy in the last five veara. all but 
one of them in Rome. The most 
recent victim was the press officer 
of the Libyan embassy in Rome 
gunned down in January. 


Kuwait deplores killing of Iraqi 


diplomat as attack on security 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Kuwait 
Saturday denounced Friday's 
murder ol an Iraqi diplomat and 
his son here as an attack on its 
security and stability. 

In its first official comment on 
the killings of Hadi Awwad Saeed 
and his teenage son Hassan. which 
diplomats believe were politically 
motivated, the Foreign Ministry 
expressed concern for the safety of 
all citizens and expatriates on 
Kuwaiti soil. 

“The Foreign Ministry strongly 
condemns such acts and those sta- 
nding behind them. It considers 
such crimes carried out on Kuw- 
ait's soil are directed against its 
security and stability." it said in a 
statement. 

It said appropriate steps had 
been taken to apprehend the cul- 
prits and “determine the various 
dimensions of the act.” 

Four gunmen shot dead the dip- 
lomat and his son at their home 


early Friday, then fled in a waiting 
van watched by Mr. Saeed* s wife. 
She had been feeding a baby in 
another pari of the house and esc- 
aped the shootings. 

No claim of responsibility for 
the killings had been reported. 

Meanwhile, police sources rep- 
orted earlier that two of the four 
assailants had held the wife of the 
Iraqi diplomat at gunpoint till the 
shooting was over. 

The wife was feeding a newborn 
baby as she watched television at 
0130 local time Friday in the 
sitting-room of their villa, when 
the four assailants appeared in 
from of her having entered from 
the kitchen door, the sources said. 

The sources, who refused to be 
identified, quoted the diplomat's 
wife as describing the killers as 
Arabic-speakers, all carrying guns 
and dressed in ordinary clothes. 

As the two held her at gunpoint 
each of the other two went into 


adjacent bedrooms and shot the 
assistant Iraqi cultural attache and 
his son in their beds in “deep slu- 
mber.” police said. 

Then they rushed out. pushed 
her to the wall while threatening 
to kill her if she screamed, and 
entered a car waiting to speed off 
with them. 

The wife rushed into her son’s 
room to find him dead w’iih a bul- 
let through the head, and in her 
husband’s room she found Mr. 
Saeed hovering between life and 
death with a bullet through the 
forehead and out of the ear. 

She called a doctor in a nei- 
ghbouring villa in the residential 
Mishraf suburb of Kuwait, some 
1 5 kilometres from the city centre. 
The neighbour summoned police 
and ambulance, police said. 

Mr. Saeed. in his raid- forties, 
held the same post in the Iraqi 


(Continued on page 3) 


Zia assumes sweeping new powers 


ISLAMABAD (R ) — Martial law 
President Mohammad Zia 
Ul-Haq Saturday announced pla- 
nned amendments to Pakistan's 
constitution giving himself swe- 
eping powers and establishing a 
watchdog national security cou- 
ncil. 

General Zia said the suspended 
1973 constitution, which his ame- 
ndments will shift from a par- 
liamentary to a presidential sys- 
tem. would be restored in stages as 
nwriial law is progressively rel- 
axed. 

The national assembly elected 
last Monday would be able to rej- 
ect the amendments, but only with 
a two-thirds majority and with 
support from the four provincial 
assemblies elected last Thursday. 

Gen. Zia, who overthrew for- 
mer Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto in 1977. said the ame- 
ndments would allow the pre- 
sident to name the prime minister, 
his cabinet, the heads of the armed 
forces and provincial governors. 


He would also be able to dis- 
solve parliament as long as he cal- 
led elections within 100 days. 

The only apparent concession 
to the national assembly came 
when he said the president would 
not be able to veto legislation, 
only send it back once for rec- 
onsideration. 

“This sounds pretty tough — 
he's not giving anything away.” 
one Western diplomat said after 
watching the 8 2 -minute speech on 
television. 

Political sources were expecting 
greater concessions to the national 
assembly following the elections 
last Monday, which boosted Gen. 
Zia's standing because they were 
well-organised and free of charges 
of rigging. 

Gen. Zia secured himself ano- 
ther five years in power last Dec- 
ember through a snap referendum 
on his reforms which was plagued 
by disorderly voting and charges 
of widespread rigging. 

He said several times that Pak- 


istan's political system would 
remain parliamentary despite the 
amendments which would make it 
less like the British system and 
much more like the Gaullist-style 
powerful presidency existing in 
France. 


“The presidential system is 
somewhat similar io the Islamic 
system but devoid of the Islamic 
spirit." he said to explain his rel- 
uctance to call the new system pre- 
sidential. 


Gen. Zia did not give a deadline 
for the restoration of the con- 
stitution or abolition of martial 
law. saying only that the national 
assembly and senate would meet 
on March 23. "and thus dem- 
ocratic institutions will be est- 
ablished.” 


He said the national security 
council, which critics feared would 
play a strong role like its Turkish 
namesake, would only be aa adv- 
isory body to the president in 
times of emergency. 




2 Home - Middle East news 


Israelis playing ‘last card’, 
commando leader says 


MAARAKEH, Lebanon (R) — “The Israelis are 
playing their last card and they have no others,*' the 
young commando leader said, “they will leave soon. 
It is very clear . %9 


The 25-year-ctld electronics 
teacher. Muhammad Saad. was 
interviewed in the village of Maa- 
rakeh. near the South Lebanese 
port city of TyTe. three days ago. 

On Saturday R00 Israeli troops 
and intelligence agents stormed 
the village and detained 100 men 
for questioning in the biggest of 
their recent wave of anti- 
commando swoops and the latest 
of a string of raids on Maarakeh. 

Saad sat in an upper room of the 
village prayer house, a dozen una- 
rmed men around him and with 
only a battered walkie-talkie link 
to his communications network. A 
few hundred metres away Israeli 
troops peered from behind high 
earthworks and sirongpoims bri- 
stling with armour and machine- 
guns. 

“The Israeli army has won all its 
wars with the Arabs, but this time 
we will beat them despite all their 
planes, tanks and military 
strength." he told Reuters. 


said the Israelis were pinned down 
and frightened by the attacks and 
only dared move about in force. 

Four Israelis were wounded in 
nine bomb, rocket and grenade 
attacks Friday, the first casualties ■ 
since the Israeli army launched the 
anti-commando crackdown on 
Feb. 2D. 

Security sources say there have 
been nearly SO commando attacks 
in the area since the Israeli raids 
began, despite the rounding up of 
hundreds of suspects in the vil- 
lages. 

“The raids on the villages are 
the last thing the Israelis can do." 
Saad said. “Then they must leave 
South Lebanon because of the res- 
istance attacks. If they stay in the 
South they will lose many soldiers. 
Perhaps that would be "best, bec- 
ause we want to teach them many 
lessons. 


defying Israel* s ban on visiting the 
area, the two sides seem locked, 
in a close-range war of attrition, 
raiding each other from str- 
ongholds short distances apart. 

Israeli armoured columns, fir- 
ing at random into hillsides to 
ward off possible attacks, rumble 
into the villages from fortified 

camps among the hills and coastal 
fruit groves. They interrogate the 
villagers, bulldoze and blow up 
homes and other buildings and 
detain suspects. 

The commandos melt away 
when they come and slip back 
when they leave, mounting small 
harassing attacks by day and 
night. 

“These attacks by the Israelis 
and their withdrawal from Sidon 
just show how much we have hurt 
them.” Saad said- 



Israeli soldiers armed with M-16 assault rifles cro- 
uch behind the vehicle they had been riding in after 
gunfire was heard in front of their convoy as it 


Raids have little success 


Big attacks on villages 


Dismissing Israeli claims 


He dismissed Israeli claims that 
1 1 days of punitive raids on Maa- 
rakeh and other villages had dri- 
ven his Shi'iie Muslim Amal res- 
istance fighters to ground and 
begun turning local people against 
them. 

“We haven't stopped our att- 
acks since they began attacking 
our villages." he said. “We attack 
every day and every night.” 
Stating a view echoed by foreign 
military observers in the area, he 


“The only lime the Israelis 
move is to mourn big attacks on 
the villages. They are afraid. 
When they bring water to their 
positions they guard it with four or 
five armoured vehicles.” 

He said the raids had not hurt 
the fighters. “The Israelis shoot at 
old men. women and children and 
blow up houses to make people 
turn against the young men who 
fight. But the people help the res- 
istance. They are working with 
us." 

To Beirut-based journalists 


A foreign observer in the area, 
which is patrolled by U.N. pea- 
cekeeping troops, said the raids 
were having little success and the 
Israelis were taking fewer cas- 
ualties only because they were 
staying in fixed positions off the 
roads. 

“But how long can the Israelis 
keep this up?" he said. “Local 
people are becoming massively 
anti- Israeli because most people 
in the villages they have hit. who 
have been humiliated and har- 
assed. were uncommitted, uni- 
nvolved people. 

“The southern resistance has 
already become an Arab cause. 
The Israelis will make it a genuine 
national resistance if they go on 
like this, and from now on the res- 
istance will have no trouble fin- 
ding recruits." he added. 


Algerian 
aide in 
Tunis for 
summit talks 


Bush visit shows U.S. support for Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R) — U.S. Vice- 
President George Bush visits 
Sudan next week, demonstrating 
Washington s continuing support 
for President Jaafar Numeiri des- 
pite strains between the two cou- 
ntries over his handling of the 
economy and implementation of 
Islamic Law. 

Mr. Bush is due in the Sudanese 
capital on Monday during a tour of 
drought-hit African states, and he 
is expected to discuss bilateral rel- 
ations with Mr. Numeiri during his 
four-day visit. 

Sudan, one of the closest Afr- 
ican allies of the United States, is 
the second largest African rec- 
ipient of U.S. aid after Egypt, abs- 
orbing more than S250 million 
annually. 

Mr. Bush's trip comes two 
weeks after a State Department 
spokesman said the U.S. had del- 
ayed some aid payments while an 
economic reform programme was 
discussed. 

There have also been reports 
from Washington of U.S. concern 
that Mr. Numeiri’s imp- 
lementation of Islamic Law is 
being made at the expense of eco- 
nomic and political reforms and is 


facing increasing opposition, esp- 
ecially in the troubled south. 

The Sudanese economy is pla- 
gued by debts of roughly 59 bil- 
lion, chronic budget and trade def- 
icits and low productivity, while 
development in the south of the 
country has been hit by rebel act- 
ivity. 

Mr. Numeiri is expected to exp- 
lain to Mr. Bush recent measures 
his government has taken, inc- 
luding devaluation of the Sud- 
anese pound. Khartoum hopesthc 
measures will lead the United Sta- 
tes and other donors to release 
frozen aid. 

There has been no break in food 
and military aid. however. 

U.S. Deputy Defence Secretary 
William Howard Taft visited Kha- 
rtoum last week and said he had 
discussed with the president “the 
general security situation... and 
the economic situation.” 

Both Sudan and the United Sta- 
tes have played down the aid fre- 
eze. A spokesman for the U.S. 
embassy here said: “The decision 
was based on purely economic 
considerations, and does not ref- 
lect any political crisis between the 
two countries.” 


More than S 1 00 million have so 
far been affected. U.S.' sources 
said, but they added that food aid 
was expected to reach record lev- 
els as emergency grain deliveries 
continued to drought-hit areas. 

The U.S. agency for int- 
ernational development has 
committed 74S.000 tonnes of 
grain to Sudan this year to help 
offset an estimated food deficit of 
up to two million tonnes. Non- 
U.S. donors have promised only 
76.000 tonnes so far. 

The Defence Department, 
meanwhile, has requested an inc- 
rease in military aid to Sudan in 
1 986 to $58 million from S45 mil- 
lion this year. 

Sudan's foreign policy is str- 
ongly anti-Communist and close I v 
aiigned with that of Egypt. Was- 
hington's leading Arab ally. 

Sudan is one of the few Arab 
countries that supported the 
U.S.-sponsored 1670 peace agr- 
eement between Egypt and Israel, 
and Washington fears that a pro- 
Libyan or pro-Soviet regime in 
Khartoum could endanger Egypt 
and threaten the treatv. 


IDB grants 
$123 m loan 


DHAKA (Petra) — The Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB) has 
agreed to grant a total of $123 
million in loans to a number of 
member states to enable them to 
finance their commercial ope- 
rations and set up projects. 

A number of states, including 
Bangladesh and Pakistan, ben- 
ifited from these loans bv getting a 
total of $87 million to expand 
agricultural projects, protect the 
agricultural land from floods and 
finance the importation of some 
commodities. 

Syria also got S I 8 million to fin- 
ance the purchase of electric gen- 
erators, while North Yemen got 
SI9 million to finance the imp- 
ortation of oil products and est- 
ablishing an agricultural faculty at 
Sana'a University. 
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Lions A mm a n Club. Meetings every 
frrst and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday lcn. 1.50 p.m 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amnon Hotel T _?0 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
ever. Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 :30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Imercoaunemal HotcL 2.00 p.m”. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. *15261. 


MUSEUMS 


CHURCHES 


FoDdone Museum: Jewelry and cov 
'■ ' £ umes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
'» from Mad aba and J crash (4th to IRih 
.centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.oo a.tn. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 


Jordan Archaeologies] Museum; Hasan 
excellent coDeeiiau of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AJ OaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00.un. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260. KHz 7200. 9365, 11740, 
11923 A 13210 

OfcOQ VOA Morning: News. Informal 
Presemaiion of Popular Music with Fea- 
ture Reports. Interviews. Answers to 
Listeners’ Questions. Science Digest. 
Sports News at 30 minutes past the 
hour. 08:15 Foe ns 17:00 News 17:10 
New Horizons and New Products 17:30 
Music USA 18:00 News 19:10 Int- 
ernanonaJ Viewpoints 18s30 Special 
English News and Features 19:00 News 
19:10 Critic’s Choice I W* Issues in the 
News 2<W» News 20:10 Focus 20:30 
Special English News and Features 
21:00 News 21:10 Sunday Report 21:30 
Music USA 22dM News and Editorial 
22:15 Concert Hall 23:00 News 23:10 
New Horizons and New Products 23 JO 
Studio One 


Jordan National GaBery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
■ from most ofthe Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by I9ih Century 
orientalist artists. Mumazah, Jabal 
Luweibdch. Opening hours; 10.00 a.m. 
1 30 p.m. and 3 JO pan. - 0.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 3012*. 


St- Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

Church of the Aaa nadaU on ( Roman 
Carbolic! Jabal Luweibdch. 37440. 

Dr !a Stifle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 66175”. 

Church of the Anaunciuiou | Greek 
Orthodox I Abdali. 23541. 

AngOcan Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 253*3. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafich. 
77J33I. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafich. 
775261. 

Sr- Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 

Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter-, 
denommationall: meets at Southern 
B apron School in Shmrisani. *16534. 


Martyrs’ Memorial [VEBtary Mnsetunh 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 pjn. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 
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' Popular Life of Jordan Mumm: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a m. - 5 00 p.m. 
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Iran denies reports of 
peace moves with Kurds 


TL'NIS (R) — Algerian Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi 
arrived in Tunis Saturday to dis- 
cuss prospects for a Maghreb 
summit. Arab diplomatic sources 
said. 

Tunisia, which has promoted 
the idea of a meeting between the 
•leaders of Algeria. Morocco. Tun- 
isia. Libya and Mauritania, has set 
end-March as a deadline for 11 s 
effons to convene the summit. 
The main obstacle remains the 
dispute between Morocco and 
Algeria over the Western Sahara 
issue. 

Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid said this week Algeria fav- 
oured a summit on condition that 
“representatives of the Saharan 
people take part in this meeting 
one way or another.” This is una- 
cceptable to King Hassan of Mor- 
occo. 

Two months of secret talks bet- 
ween Algeria and Morocco to 
normalise relations and find a sol- 
ution to ihe nine-year old Western 
Sahara conflict ended in deadlock. 
Moroccan political sources said in 
Rabat recently. 


TEHRAN (R) — An Iranian pol- 
itical leader. Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. has denied that Teh- 
ran authorities have sought peace 
talks with Kurdish rebels seeking 
autonomy. Tehran Radio rep- 
orted. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. the Majlis (par- 
liamentary) speaker, said, how- 
ever, rebel fighters would be par- 
doned but that their leaders sho- 
uld be put on trial. 

Abdolrahman Oassemlu. lea- 
der of one of two main groups fig- 
hting government forces in nor- 
thwest Iran, said in January that 
Tehran sent representatives late 
last year to find a political solution 
to the Kurdish issue. 

But Mr. Oassemlu. speaking in 
London, said negotiations broke 
down after his Kurdish Dem- 
ocratic Party refused to accept a 
ceasefire and back down on dem- 
ands for autonomy. 

Tehran Radio quoted Mr. Raf- 
sanjani as saying: “ When you con- 
trolled all of Kurdestan we did not 
even look at your faces. How can' 


we talk to you now you have lost 
control?" 

Addressing a meeting of Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards, he said 
rebel leaders should be dealt with 
in the way Iran intends to deal 
with Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

Iran insists that Mr. Hussein be 
put on trial before Iran consider 
peace in its four-and-a-half year 
war with Iraq. 

Tehran said last October it had 
broken the back of the Kurdish 
rebellion after more than five 
years of fighting in the region, 
which is closed to foreign jou- 
rnalists and diplomats. 

Sporadic dashes still occur. The 
newspaper Ettela'at said nine reb- 
els were killed recently in the Sar- 
dasht area, while Iranian new- 
spapers occasionally report fun- 
erals of government forces killed 
by rebels. 

Newspapers have also reported 
clashes between the Kurdish 
Democratic Party and the other 
main group, the Komalah. 


AO AS to hold talks on 
developing skilled instructors 


AMMAN (Petra) — Four mee- 
tings will be held under the aus- 
pices of the Arab Organisation for 
Administrative Sciences (AOAS) 
to develop the skills of instructors 
who work at administrative tra- 
ining institutes in the Arab cou- 
ntries. according to the* AO AS 
Director of Training. Dr. ; .>assem 
Jamil. 

He said that those meetings rep- 
resent a better local training inv- 
estment which, on the longer run. 
“develops qualified Arab cadres 
capable of fulfilling the local tra- 
ining needs and ensuring dep- 
endence from foreign adm- 
inistrative training aid.” 

He said such an approach, away 
from foreign dependence, would 
be more appropriate and better 
related to the local environments 
and would also save funds and eff- 
orts. 

Dr. Jamil said the AOAS hopes, 
by organising such meetings bet- 
ween Arab trainers, to help bring 


closer different ideas of Arab exp- 
erts in the fields of administrative 
sciences and would ultimately 
yield an independent Arab adm- 
inistrative ideology. 

He said the four meetings.- the 
/..first of which is scheduled to start 
m April, will deal with adm- 
inistrative training design and 
implementation, training methods 
and techniques, training eva- 
luation. training follow-up and the 
preparation and use of training 
packages. 

Dr. Jamil wifi represent the 
AOAS in the Arabs Leagues' 
committee meetings on man- 
power and administrative dev- 
elopment due to start in Tunis on 
March 12. 

The committee will discuss, dur- 
ing its two-days meeting, the pro- 
grammes and activities of Arab 
League manpower institutions 
during 1984. their plans for 1985 
and coordination between all 
those institutions. 
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Essential supplies 
run short in Tyre 


passed along the southern suburbs qf Tyre (AP wir- 
epboto) 


By Andrew Tarnowska 

■ Reuser 

TYRE, Lebanon — Bread, fuel 
and medical supplies are runnini 
short in the South Lebanon city ° 
Tyre after 1 1 days of siege by Isr- 
aeli troops. , . „ 

Since the Israelis sealed off tne 
Tyre region on Feb. 20 in an att- 
empt crackdown on ShPite Mus- 
lim commandos, the city’s est- 
imated 75,000 inhabitants have 
lived in growing hardship, iso- 
lation and fear, eyewitnesses say. 

By day, Israeli troops in col- 
umns of armoured vehicles drive 
through the city aiming machine- 
guns at all sides. Armed pla- 
inclothes agents emerge from vans 
to carry out sudden search and 
arrest operations- 

At night, as Tyre lies under 
dusk-to-dawn curfew, the silence 
is occasionally broken by une- 
xplained explosions and the sound 
of Israeli vehicles on raids. 

All petrol pumps and many of 
the city s 20 bakeries have run out 
of stocks and closed. Most shops 
are shuttered and the hospital says 
it is critically short of medical sup- 
plies. 

“ We have only four or five oxy- 
gen bottles left and I can’t go to 
Sidon to get more.” Dr. Ahmad 
Mroue told Reuters at Jebel 
Aarael Hospital, medical centre 
for the Tyre region. 

“It’s the same with all other 
supplies we need for surgical ope- 
rations,” added Dr. Mroue. the 
hospital director.' “If the Israelis 
don't let us get material soon we 
will not be able to work. We need 
anesthetics, drugs, oxygen, gauze, 
everything. 

“Soon we will have a food sho- 
rtage too,” he added. 

At one of Lhe few bakeries still 
open, the owner handed out lim- 
ited bread supplies to anxious cus- 
tomers. “The last four truck was 
10 days ago,” he said. "People are 
slocking up on bread. I have eno- 
ugh flour for today, but tomorrow 
I shall have to dose.” 

With all petrol stations closed, 
fuel can be bought only by the can 
in confidential backstreet deals at 
nearly twice the normal price. 

Tyre’s supply lifeline, the coast 
road to Sidon and Beirut, was cut 
when Israeli troops blocked, twin 
bridges over the Litani River at 


Oasmieh. eight kilometres north, 
to seal off the region after a wave 
of commando attacks. 

Fuel trucks have been unable, to 
reach Tyre from the Zahrani Ref- 
inery 50 kilometres north, and no 
flour trucks have arrived from - 

Beirut. , 

Two other routes further east 
linking the South with the rest of 
Lebanon are also blocked. 

Twenty kilometres east, an ear- 
thwork cuts the road near the 
mountain village of Froun. Israeli 
troops in an elevated steel gua- 
rdhouse wave vehicles back from a 
hilltop post. 

Further east, pro- Israeli mil- 
itiamen let only local traffic use a 
road that could take supply trucks 
on a 120 kilometre swing down to 
the Israeli border and north into 
Tyre. ^ 

Israel’s latest tactics add to the 
hardship in Tyre, although it is the 
Shi'iie village to the, east, not the 
city, that have been the main cen- 
tres of resistance. 

Fearing suicide car bombs, the 
Israelis have banned cars with sin- 
gle occupants. They prohibit mot- 
orcycles. which are used by com- 
mando couriers, and warn that 
cars parked by roads will be des- 
troyed. 

Leaflets warn that “whoever 
disobeys these instructions will 
endanger their life." 

Most Israeli military actions are 
aimed at a defiant string of Shi'iie 
hill villages which are frequently 
raided by hundreds of troops in 4 
helicopters and armoured veh- 
icles. 

Scores of villagers have been 
imprisoned, dozens wounded and 
several killed by Israeli troops. 

The Israelis ransack and som- 
etimes bulldoze' homes. Critics 
charge that they also demolish 
schools and medical centres and 
desecrate Mosques and prayer 
houses. 

In Tyre, troops mount smaller 
operations by night. At the civil 
defence fire headquarters, off- 
icials showed Reuters a smashed 
doof and ransacked office which 
they said the Israelis broke into i 
early on Thursday morning. " 
"U's the third time they have 
done this,” said the duty officer. 

“ Yesterday they also searched a 
Christian Church.” he added. 


Morocco to hold Throne 
Festival in Marrakech 


RABAT, Morocco (AP) — King 
Hassan II cancelled without exp- 
lanation the much-heralded cel- 
ebration of the annual “throne 
festival" scheduled for the first 
time this weekend in El Ayoun, 
capital of the Moroccan-annexed 
Western Sahara. 

Spokesmen for the interior, for- 
eign and information ministries 
said they had. no official exp- 
lanation for the last-moment dec- 
ision to transfer festivities for the 
two-day national holiday from El 
Ayoun to Marrakech in southern 
Morocco. 

In a recent upsurge of hostile 
activity by the Algerian-backed 
Polisario independence mov- 


ement in the Western Sahara, at 
least three small planes one 
Belgian, one German and one 
Moroccan — were shot down by 
Soviet-made SaM-7 missiles dep- 
loyed by the Polisario in the sou- 
thern part of the territory. a 
O n Wednesday, the Polisario' sr 
Algiers headquarters claimed 71 
Moroccan soldiers were killed in 
. an attack on the phosphate mines 
at Bou Craa, 80 kilometres from 
El Ayoiin, the disputed territory’s 
major resource. There was no 
Moroccan comment on the claim. 

If it took place, it would be First 
Polisario attack to penetrate the 
Moroccan defences as far as Bou 
Craa for more than three years. 
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— Borg 
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Ambulance 193. 7751IJ 

Fnstaid. Tire, police 1 99 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police-rescue 192. 21111, 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

• Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 771125-8 

Queen Alia Ini. Airport .. (OR) 53333 


Dr. Jamil Maraqa 

Mreish pharmacy 

Naironkh pharmacy 

Firas pharmacy 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 
Hawatndeh pharmacy 


.776149 
770910 
... 23672 
. 661912 
...24051 
. 770559 


» - - Aqaba (RJ) 

- Cairo (RJ) 

— Kuwait (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

— — Berlin. Laroaca (IF) 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

..... Beirut (RJ) 

Riyadh, Dtahraa (SV> 

— - Tripoli. Larnaca (LN) 

— Kuwait (KU) 

Cairo, Aqaba (RJ) 

Los Angeles, Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

— New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

: — Frankfort. Brussels (RJ) 

— London (RJ) 

> — Paris, Rome (RJ) 

1 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

> Beirut (ME A) 

I - London (BA) 

1 Baghdad (JA) 

1 — Cairo (MS) 

1 - - — Baghdad (RJ) 


Amin Kawar and Soik Company. Tel: 
22324 (sir lines) at your service. 


HOSPITALS 


TAXIS: 

Vinecia taxi 

MIhyar taxi 

Shmeisani taxi 

Asem taxi ” 

Jordan taxi 

Amman taxi 


... 445X4 
... 44574 
. 665294 
. 844503 
23050 
...51424 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Local sdllbuy rates in fils 


Belgian franc .... 61.6/ 62.1 

Dutch guilder 109.4/ 110J 

Egyptian guinea 3012$/ 305 J 

French franc 40.6/ 40.9 

Iraqi dinar 36X31 375 

Italian lire (for 100) 19.8/ 20.1 


Japanese yen (for 100) 15 93/ 160.5 


Kuwaiti dinar 1349 1356 

Lebanese lira ... 26.2 1 27.5 

Omani riyal 1 193 J/ 1201 j6 

OataririyaJ 119.4/ 115.1 

Saudi riyal 115.4 / 115.9 

Swedish crown . — 43JV 44.2 


Hussein Medical Centre _ 813813-32 
K halidi Maternity. J. Ann _ 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amman - 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mathsx. J. Amman ... 36140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeismri Hospital •. 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

' M5292 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-BashiT, J. Ashrafieh 775111 
Army. Mark* 91611 


ERBGD 

Dr. Alt" AJ "Omari 
A1 Wrhdah pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Sameer AJ Lawzi 
Royal pharmacy — 


GENERAL 


NIGHT DUTY 


Swiss franc 144.6/ 145.8 


DEPARTURES 


Syrian bra ". 34 JV 36 

UAE dirham I13J/ 114.5 

U.K. sterling pound 445.1/ 448,7 

'US. dollar 415/ 417 J 

W. German mark 123.9/ 124.9 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ali AJ Zmetti 


94i2i 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan “ 

Ministry of Tourism~!~!"“”'I 

Hotel complaints 

Price com p inin g _ " 

Telephone: 

■ Information 
Jordan and 

Overseas calls . 

Cable or telegram 
Repair service 


12 

- 10 

17 


OfcM _ 
B7.-W 
67:15 
08cM _ 
6*00 _ 
1*45 .... 
11:66 
U:45 
12:15 ... 
1*3* 

1*40 ... 
1*30 
19:30 ... 
1 * 4 * ... 
2M0 ... 
2*30 ... 
20:45 „ 
21:00 
21:10 ... 
21:45 
22.-00 „„ 
23:00 
23^8 ... 
* 0:45 _ 


Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (ftj) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Damascus. Rome (AZ) 

— - Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

Vienna, New York fRJ) 

— Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

Riyadh. Dbahraa (SV) 

.......... Lanucau Tripoli (LN) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Damascus. Larnaca (RJ) 

........ — ... Kuwait (Rj) 

Dhahnui (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

.... Abu Dhabi, Singapore (RJ) 

- Baghdad (Rjj 

Baghdad. London (BA) 

— - Bangkok (RJ) 

Riode Janeiro. Lisbon (JA) 
— - Cairo (MS) 

— J: — „ Larnaca. Berlin ((F) 


WEATHER 


MARKET PRICES 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 

Mete/robgy, 


It wifl be dusty, especially in the sou- 
thern and eastern puns of the country. 


with medium and high clouds. Winds 
wiD be easterly moderate, in Aqaba, 
winds wifl be northerly fresh and sea 
calm. 


Uppcrfowcr price 

Apple 

ii . i i .... 

Banana '!*iufc&iiuxiar) .... 

Beans — .... 

-Broad beans 


LAwlhigk temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 0/11 

Aqaba .... R/19 

Deserts -1/12 

Jordan Valley 3/18 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 9. Aqaba 17. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 40 per cent. Aqaba 39 
.percent. 


Chestnut 

Carrot (yellow) 

Carrot (black) 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Bggpfrnt (large) 

Eggplant (small) ... 

Garlic 

' G r ap efr ui t 

Lemon — : 


hi fib per kg. 

230/250 

280/240 

— 240/210 

— 250/200 
— 150/120 

70/ 50 
—.640/580 
■ — 140/120 

— 160/140 

— 70/ 50 
— 120/100 

— 210/170 
-^■150/ 120 

— 150/120 
—.150/120 

— 200/ 170 

— 14O./H0 


Mandarin 

Marrow n ^)— r - 

™**'ow (small) „ 
Onion (dry) 

<£to8W(Abn Surra) “ 


g^esfShan^™;)' 


Paraky " 

p 6 * 1 * (American) 1'"“’ 

LfPP er (sweet) 

J^PPer (hot green) - ”’"' 

Spfoach .‘".r.ir 

Tomatoes .... 

Turnip '. 


— 100 / 70 

250/200 

150/110 

— 120/ 90 

— 180/ 140 
—.160/120 

140 / 100 

—.260/220 

— 170/140 

— -70/ 70 
—.580/540 
640/ 580 

— 640 / 580 

— 170/130 

70/ 50 
70/ 50 
— . 160/120 
-.130/100 
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Royal Decree approves 
passport law amendment 


AMMAN (Petra) — ~A Royal 
Decree was issued Saturday app- 
roving the amendment to the pas- 
sport law. 

The amendment specifies per? 
sons eligible for diplomatic pas- 


sports and limits the validity of 
those passports to four years. 

Another Royal Decree has also 
been issued approving an ame- 
ndment to the health insurance 
regulations. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Obeidat receives Belgian envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat Saturday 
received at his office the Belgian Ambassador to Jordan, Andre 
Turime. who ended his term of office in Jordan. 

Glass factories to have new committee 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and Trade Jawad AJ 
Anani Saturday decided to form a new administrative committee 
■ for the Jordanian Glass Factories Company. The new committee 
is headed by Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. Ibrahim Badran, and groups Mr. Munther AI Saudi. Dr. 
Ma'an Shuqeir, Mr. Tayseer Wahbeh, Mr. Niman Asfour and Dr. 
Kamal Khdeir. the company's director-general, as members. The 
company’s board of directors has recently resigned to allow for 
the reorganisation of the company’s affairs. 

Mujalli elected JBA president 

AMMAN (Petra) — Advocate Hussain Mujalli was Friday ele- 
cted President of the Jordanian Bar Association (JBA). Mr. Muj- 
allt, one of three contestants for the post, won 367 votes against 
325 votes won by Najib Bushiedat in the second round of polling. 
Mr. NabQ Haddadin. the third contestant won 123 votes during 
the first round and polling, but withdrew during the second round. 

Criminal gets 12-year jail term 

AMMAN (Petra)'— The military court has sentenced Abdo 
Mahmoud Abdullah Al Khedetwi to 12 years imprisonment with 
temporary hard labour for committing different crimes. The mil- 
itary governor endorsed the sentence. 

Djibouti trade team due here March 1 2 

AMMAN (Petra) — Djibouti's Industry Minister Fahmi Ahmad 
Al Haj is due here on March 12 at the head of a trade and 
economic delegation for talks with Jordanian officials. During 
their several day visit, the delegation will meet with Minister of 
Industry and Trade Dr. Jawad Al Anani, officials at the Central 
Bank of Jordan, the Federation of Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce and the Amman Chamber of Industry. 

Sharkas receives .researchers 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Director General of the Department of Lib- 
raries. Documentations and National Archives Ahmad Sharkas 
Saturday received Dr. Yvooe Haddad from Bedford Seminajy 
and Dr. Barbara Stowassar. chairperson of the Arabic Studies 
Department at Georgetown University in the United States. Dur- 
ing the meeting, they reviewed the subjects of their medical 
research and tools, sources and techniques of pursuing the res- 
earches. Dr..,HaddacAS'^esearchJsi£about jjiemovaniene.ofclsl- 
ami&rion in the 20ih CenturywhiJe Dr. Stowassar is working on- 
subjects pertaining toimraRra status antf movements in the' Isl- 
amic World. 9V*F. 



Conference to discuss 
medical developments 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s medical association ann- 
ounced Saturday the convening of a Jordanian med- 
ical conference on March 6. The conference, which 
wiD host internationally famous doctors, will review 
the latest medical developments and scientific res- 
earches. 


Jordan Medical Association President Hassan Khreis (centre) holds a press conference in Amman Saturday 
(Petra photo) 


Special education seminar begins 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

‘AMMAN — A five-day sub- 
regional seminar on "the org- 
anisation and management of spe- 
cial education in the Arab 
World." started at Jueen Alia 
Jordan Welfare Fund (:.)AJWF) 
Saturday. 

. The seminar is organised by 
■ JAJWF in collaboration with the 
United Nations Educational. Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) regional office for 
education in the Arab World. 

The many objectives of this 
seminar will be to discuss different 
strategies for education of the 
handicapped with reference to the- 
general goats of education, to ide- 
ntify and elaborate activities rel- 
ated to these strategies and also, to 
clarify the role and importance of 
an effective organisation and 
management to bring about the 
changes needed in the field of 
education.. 

Dr. Zaki Al Ayoubi, member of 
JAJWF board of trustees and 
Princess Basma's advisor, said 
that since the JAJWF was est- 
ablished its onlv concern was lo 


give due attention to the han- 
dicapped. 

He added that the preliminary 
studies which - JAJWF conducted 
proved the lack of inadequate soc- 
ial and educational services off- 
ered to the handicapped in Jor- 
dan. 

Therefore, the JAJWF decided 
to assist the special education sec- 
tors by building special schools 
and private centres for the welfare 
of the deaf, blind and the physical 
and mentally handicapped. 

He went’ on to say that the 
JAJWF has implemented in its 
five year development plan a str- 
ategy to build several other cen- 
tres for the handicapped thr- 
oughout the Kingdom. 

Dr. Ayoubi added that despite 
the special care given to the han- 
dicapped in Jordan. 90 per cent of 
the local handicapped need tre- 
atment and special centres, and he 
said this situation implies to all 
Arab countries. 

Mr. Kenneth Eikland. rep- 
resentative of UNESCO's reg- 
ional office for education in the 
Arab World, said that the School 
of Management and Education of 
Special Education is quite new. 


and needs a lot of upgrading. 

He added that the participants 
have to develop and identify new 
strategies, as well as effective org- 
anisational thinking to try and 
change the current situation of 
organisations and management of 
special education in Arab cou- 
ntries. 

He said: "It is high time to start 
thinking with regards to the adm- 
inistrative and management cir- 
cles.” 

Mr. Eikland said the way to ach- 
ieve the goals of “full participation 
and equality", in educational ser- 
vices aimed at the disabled are not 
sufficient. "Therefore it is imp- 
ortant to elaborate ways of rel- 
ating activities within the fra- 
mework of special education, to 
general national goals and policies 
on education as well as to clarify 
vhese goals and their implications 
to administrators, teachers and 
other concerned people." 

Attending this sub-regional 
» seminar were representatives of 
both governmental and private 
institutions working in the field of 
special education, representing 
Lebanon. Syria. Iraq. Kuwait and 
Jordan. 


Farmers receive food aid from WFP 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian 
farmers affected by last year dro- 
ught are receiving food aid from 
the World Food Programme 
(WFP). : ' 
'-;The- r 'distribut[6n‘‘which is exp- - 
ected to last until mid- March inc- 
ludes only flour. Dried milk is not 


available’ for the time being. 

The aid came after a joint com- 
mittee of the United Nations 
World Food Programme and U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Org- 
anisation. (FAO) had visited Jor- 
dan in the beginning of 1984 3nd 
recommended the provision of 


urgent food aid to small farm 
owners in the south and east of the 
country. 

Distribution is supervised by 
joint committees made of rep- 
resentatives of the ministries of 
agriculture, interior and supplies 
and the cooperative organisation. 


The medical association held a 
press conference during which the 
association's President Dr. Has- 
san Khreis. said the conference, 
which will be patronised by His 
Majesty King Hussein, will inc- 
lude the "latest developments in 
medicine and surgery” . 

Outlining the association's act- 
ivities Dr. Khreis said about 300 
seminars were held in Amman and 
the governorates during the past 
year. 

He said these seminars rep- 
resent a concrete base for con- 
vening the forthcoming con- 
ference. 

He also underlined the ass- 
ociation’s future policy which str- 
esses that doctors must attend 
"local medical seminars as pan of 
their profession", and the ass- 
ociation is planning to issue cer- 


tain certificates for participants, in 
these seminars. 

Dr. Fu’ad Keilani. president of 
the conference’s executive com- 
mittee. reviewed the past medical 
conference in Jordan and stressed 
the scientific and social benefits of 
these conferences. 

He said the association has inv- 
ited 32 world renowned doctors, 
including Jordanian expatriates. 

Eighty medical working papers 
are expected to be delivered at the 
three-day conference in addition 
to several sessions which will iac- 
kle important health problems. 
Dr. Keilani added. 

Information Committee Rap- 
porteurs. Dr. Muhammad Halabi. 
pointed out that the conference 
will tackle all fields of medical 
specialisations. 

He also said that the association 


has decreased the participation 
fees ‘‘so that doctors can benefit 
fiom Lhis medical unprecedented 
impetus which- is considered as 
continuous medical teaching.” 

Rapporteur of the conference's 
scientific committee Ahmad 
Abdul Wahed said the conference 
schedule will include a seminar on 
medicine in Jordan by the year 
2000 after the opening ceremony. 

The second day' will deal with 
working papers on "combined 
medical and surgical car- 
diovascular diseases, gas- 
troenterology. obstetrics and gyn- 
aecological disorders. 

Jordanian and guest doctors will 
deliver these lectures at the eng- 
ineering faculty auditorium in the 
University of Jordan. Dr. Abdul 
Wahed said. 

On the third day they will del- 
iver lectures on oncology and 
endocrinology, bilharsia. surgical 
sub-specialities, internal med- 
icine. skin diseases, gas- 
troenterology and paediatrics. 

Dr. Abdul Wahed said the rec- 
ommendation and lectures will be 
published in a special medical 
book to be distributed in Jordan. 

He also said that participants 
will be donated a special cer- 
tificate of the Fourth Jordanian 
Medical Conference. 


Government announces plans 
to broaden local administration 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment is aiming to broaden the 
local administration base and to 
delegate more authority to dir- 
ectors of public works in acc- 
ordance with the rules and reg- 
ulations in force. Minister of Pub- 
lic Works Ra'ef Nijem said Sat- 
urday. 

Mr. Nijem who presided over a 
meeting of the directors of public 
works departments stressed the 
need, on the part of public works 
department director, to report 


regularly on the progress of work 
of various projects, to identify 
obstacles facing their imp- 
lementation and to take corrective 
actions. 

Mr. Nijem also evaluated, with 
the participants, the efforts of the 
emergency teams which worked 
on opening the roads for traffic 
and keeping them open during the 
recent snowfall. 

He also called for benefiting 
from this experience in order to 
improve the performance of eme- 


rgency and maintenance teams in' 
future. 

During the meeting the minister 
also discussed with the directors 
the new regulations on speed lim- 
its on roads all over Jordan, which 
was issued by the Interior Ministry 
and called for setting a date for 
fixing road and warning signs. 

Participants reviewed the J D 33 
million projects for the current 
year, and which will contribute to 
finding opportunities of work for 
workers in the construction sector. 


Malaysian university team in Amman 


AMMAN (Petral — A delegation 
representing the International Isl- 
amic University in Kuala Lampur. 
Malaysia, headed by the uni- 
versity's president. Dr. Moh- 
ammad Abdul Ra’ouf. arrited 
here Saturday on a three-day visit 
to Jordan. 

University of Jordan President 
Abdul Salam Al Majali received 


later Saturday the Malaysian del- 
egation. 

During the meeting, the two 
sides discussed cooperation in the' 
fields of exchanging members of 
staff, sending university of Jordan 
professors to the Islamic Uni- 
versity, accepting a number of 


staff members from University of 
Jordan to obtain higher degrees 
from the Islamic University as well 
as setting up cooperation in the 
fields of scientific research, tec- 
hnical aids and exchange of pub- 
lications and students between the 
two universities. 


Berri threatens retaliatory attacks against Israel JNA chief leaves for 


(Continued from page I) 

stopped U.N. peacekeeping tro- 
ops from going to his rescue. 

The Israeli convoy rumbled into 
Maarake at 7.30 a.m. (0530 
GMT) past checkpoints manned 
by French troops of the U.N -Int- 
erim Force In Lebanon (UNJ- 
FIL), security- sources said. 

They said the raid followed nine 
attacks on Israeli troops Friday, 
including two roadside bombs 
which Israel said injured four sol- 
diers. 

"When the first two tanks app- 
eared. everyone disappeared from 
the streets.” said Patrick Baz. a 
Reuter photographer on the scene 
'when the raid began. Helicopters 
made a dozen low-level passes 
over the village, he added. 

He said villagers burned tyres to 
block roads before the Israelis arr- 
ived. but offered no other res- 
istance and slowly emerged when 
troops with loudhaiiers ordered 
them to assemble at the local sch- 
ool. 

A UNJFIL spokesman said 25 
French troops in Maarake were 
reinforced by 10 U-N. military 
observers and the force’s deputy 
commander. French General Jean 
Poos. 

“The French were all over the 
village,” Baz said, adding that he 
heard three explosions during the 
half hour he stayed with the Isr- 
aelis in Maarake. Two more blasts 
were heard later, but there was no 
word on what caused them. 

The Israelis barred access to 
staff of the International Red 
Cross and seized film and a tape- 
recorder from reporters. 

Women in Maarake told Reu- 
ters supplies of gas and cooking oil 
had run out, flour prices had dou- 
bled and petrol was very low bec- 
ause of Israeli restrictions on acc- 
ess to the village. 

During a recent Israeli raid 
there, troops searching homes 
ransacked food stocks and muted 
them together, they said. 

The Reuter photographer said 
that nearly six hours before the 
Israeli tanks rumbled into Maa- 
rake on Saturday, resistance fig- 
hters knew they were coming and 
calmly left- The only armed men 
the Israelis found were French 
LJNIF1L officers, he said. 

"We have been expecting this 
raid for three days," said a French 
officer who had been waiting in 
the main square for the Israelis 
since 3.00 a.m. (0100 GMT), acc- 
ording to Baz. 

Long before the first tank app- 
eared, women and children set fire 


to barriers of tyres, rocks and wre- 
cked cars blocking roads into 
Maarake. the photographer said. 

A man in a khaki jacket and 
jeans stood behind the blazing 
tyres talking urgently into a 
walkie-talkie radio, passing inf- 
ormation to comrades of the 
Shfiie Amal movement who had 
already left the village, he said. 

There was no sign of Amal chief 
Mohammad Saad, 25. interviewed 
by Reuters in Maarake on Thu- 
rsday. 

. Male villagers took to their 
homes before the lead tank burst 
through the barricades, followed 
by a bulldozer which cleared the 
road. 

An Israeli soldier with a lou- 
dhalier toured the empty streets 
ordering residents to gather at the 
school for interrogation. One by 
one. men emerged from houses 
and obeyed. Most of them were 
aged about 60. 

Some 50 French UNIFTL tro- 
ops deployed in the village ro obs- 
erve Israeli treatment of Lebanese 
civilians — and to intervene if 
need be. 

"We go into houses and watch 
while the Israelis search ” said one 
U.N. soldier. The United Nations 
protested to Israel over a fistfight 
last month betweea French troops 
and Israeli soldiers trying to bul- 
ldoze a house in nearby Bourj 
Rahhal village where they claimed 
they had found arms. 

When Colonel Gaby. Israeli 
commander in the Tyre region, 
spotted a Reuter reporter and a 
French colleague, he; said: "Get 
out, you have nothing to do here.” 

Before we' left, he) demanded 
journalists’ film. When the jou- 
rnalists protested he s^id: "Don’t 
ask questions, just give me your 
rolls.” ; 

U.N. soldiers escorted the jou- 
rnalists to the edge oflthe village, 
where a French officer told us to 
walk in the middle of the road with 
a white flag to avoid being mis- 
taken for fleeing villagers. 

Despite the flag, an Israeli pat- 
rol opened fire towards the jou- 
rnalists when they were 500 met- 
res from a U.N. checkpoint in Teir 
Dibba. Recognising the jou- 
rnalists, the U.N. troops yelled 
and the shooting stopped. 

On Friday, resistance forces 

fired rocket-propelled grenades in 
two attacks on an Israeli outpost 
near Deir Oanoim village, nor- 
theast of Tyre, and mounted a sim- 
ilar attack near Bourj Al Shemali. 
southeast of the city, sources quo- 
ted by Reuter said. 


They also fired a Katyusha roc- 
ket at an Israeli post near Silaa 
village, east of Tyre, for the third 
night running. There was no word 
on casualties. 

Israel has losi 10 dead including 
two senior officers and 50 wou- 
nded since mid-January, bringing 
the toll to 621 dead and over 
3,700 wounded since its 1 982 inv- 
asion of Lebanon. 

Resistance intensified when 
Israel announced a phased pullout 
plan from the south of Jan. 14 and 
has continued unabated since tro- 
ops left the Sidon area on Feb. 1 6. 

Mr. Berri issued the reprisal 
threat in Beirut a day after Gen- 
eral Orr warned villagers in 
northern Israel to expect cross- 
border attacks. 

Resistance fighters trying to 
expel the Israelis from Lebanese 
territory have not yet attacked 
Israeli territory or civilians. 

Mr. Berri* s statement, however, 
confirmed the view of Western 
diplomats and observers in Beirut 
that rising anger at Israeli actions 
in the south might cause the fig- 
hters to take the conflict into Isr- 
aeli territory. - 

Mr. Berri, addressing a press 
conference, issued his threat after 
1 1 days of Israeli army raids on 
South Lebanese villages in which 
troops have killed and wounded 
villagers, smashed buildings and 
taken away large numbers of inh- 
abitants. 

Mr. Berri demanded that U.N. 
peacekeeping troops in South 
Lebanon should be reinforced and 


given a broader mandate to pro- 
tect villages from the Israelis. 

“We insist on the continuation 
and strengthening of its role, the 
increase of its numbers and eff- 
ectiveness and its wider dep- 
loyment up to the imeniaiional 
frontier ” he said. 

An Israeli-backed militia has 
prevented the 6,000-sirong UNI- 
FIL from deploying up to the fro- 
ntier since its arrival in 1978. 

Spokesmen for UNJFIL say it 
tries to “temper” Israeli actions 
against villagers and stop them 
destroying homes, but docs not 
have a mandate to open fire. 

At present, the U.N. troops are 
brushed aside by the Israelis, alt- 
hough some of the French con- 
tingent have provoked Israeli 
anger by standing firm and once 
having a fist-fight with Israeli tro- 
ops. 

Referring to Lebanon's attempt 
to obtain a U.N. Security Council 
resolution condemning Israeli act- 
ions in the south, Mr. Bern said 
the United States would earn 
Lebanon's enmity if it imposed a 
veto. 

“We attach great importance to 
the attitude of any sLate towards 
this complaint and consider any 
stand against it a stand against 
Lebanon." he said. 

_ “Let the United States in par- 
ticular know that its enmity for us 
in the Security Council earns our 
enmity for it in Lebanon and thr- 
oughout the world.” Mr. Berri 
added. 


Kuwait denounces killings 


(Continued from page 11 

embassy in Moscow, and was tra- 
nsferred to Kuwait 18 months ago, 
according to his colleagues at the 
Iraqi embassy, his son was a 14- 
y ear-old student at the Baghdad 
Digla School. 

Kuwait’s Interior Ministry off- 
icials have refused to speculate on 
the identity of the killers or their 
motives till the four assailants 
have been arrested. 

The newspaper Al Oabas rep- 
orted that police had found clues 
that would help them trail the ass- 
ailants. 

Iraqi embassy diplomats said 
the murder could only have been 
‘ 1 politically- motivated because 
Saeed was a docile character who 
had no personal enemies.” One of 
the diplomats, who refused to be 
identified, said “it is the enemies 


of Iraq' that are responsible.” 

The bodies were expected to be 
flown home to Iraq Saturday, after 
a mourning procession from the 
Iraqi embassy. 

TTie embassy, announcing the 
procession in daily newspapers, 
said the two were "assassinated at 
the hands of betrayal and agg- 
ression.” 

Diplomats said the embassy had 
received repeated threats and sec- 
urity arrangements had refcently. 
been tightened. They said the 
murders could be linked to Iraq’s 
4 Vi -year-old war with Iran. 

.Diplomats could recall no pre 
vious anacks on individual dip- 
lomats in Kuwait. In December 
1983 a group of men believed to 
be mainly pro-Iranian extremists 
bombed ’ the LLS- and French 
embassies and official Kuwaiti 
buildings, killing six people. 


Monday’s Belgrade talks 


AMMAN (Petral — The 
director-general of the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra. Mr. Jawad 
Maraqa. left here Saturday to Bel- 
grade to attend a non-aligned 
news agencies meetings due to 
sian on Monday. 

Mr. Maraqa said that the Lenth 
meeting of the coordination com- 
mittee of the Non-Aligned Mov- 
ement news agencies will elect the 
committee members and endorse 
two reports, one from the follow- 
up committee and another from 
the coordination committees cha- 
irman. 


The four- day meetings will dis- 
cuss reports presented by the 
Egyptian Middle East News Age- 
ncy (MENA), the Press Trust of 
India (PTI) and the Yugoslav 
News Agency (Tan jug). 

The meetings will also evaluate 
results of pre'ious meetings and 
courses held by some of the mem- 
ber agencies. 

The meetings will also discuss 
cooperation with the United Nat- 
ions. the U.N. Educational. Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) and other int- 
ernational institutions. 


Passport Department 
collects JD 141,120 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Passport 
Department has collected JD 
141.120 in fees for issuing 7056 
passports. Director General of 
Passpon Department Mohammad 
AJ >udah said Saturday. 

The passports jssued are div- 
ided as follows: 6345 permanent 
passports. 490 temporary pas- 
sports -for visitors to. the West 


Bank. 22 1 passports for visitors to 
the Gaza Strip- 

The department has also col- 
lected JD 15.805 in fees for han- 
dling 1973 applications for ren- 
ewal of permanent passports for 
Gazans, special passports and nat- 
ionality certificates. Mr. ‘Judah 
added. 


CAA team leaves for 
talks with Belgian officials 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian 
delegation representing the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) and 
Alia, the Royal Jordanian Air- 
lines. headed by the CAA's 
Director-General K haled Moh- 
ammad Alt. leaves Sunday for 


Belgium to hold talks with Belgian 
Civil Aviation officials on issues 
pertaining to air transport. 

Alia, which now operates one 

flight a week between Amman 
and Brussels, intends to increase 
the number of its flights. 


Committee reviews Social 
Work Day programme 


AMMAN (Petra) — Preparations 
for the Social Work Day. sch- 
eduled for April 6 and the pro- 
posed programme for the event 
were reviewed Saturday during a 
meeting presided over by Minister 
of Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment Tayseer Abdul Jabcr. 

Participants also discussed the 
proposed criteria for registering 
societies during the forthcoming 
stage. 

During the celebration a num- 


ber of social workers will be hon- 
oured. 

The meeting was attended by 
Mr. Mohammad Ali Wardam. 
under-secretary of Ministry of 
Social Development. Dr. Abd- 
ullah Al Khatib. president, of the 
Executive Committee of the Gen- 
eral Union of Voluntary Societies. 
Zaki Ayvoubi from Oueen Alia 
Jordan Welfare Fund and a num- 
ber of senior officials from Min- 
istry of Social Development. 


PREQUALIFICATION NOTICE 
JORDAN 

SECOND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT 


The Government of Jordan intends to apply for 
funds from the World Bank, the Housing Bank of 
Jordan, and the Social Security Corporation and to 
proceed with a Second Urban Development Project 
to provide housing and related infrastructure and 
community facilities for 42,000 mostly low-income 
residents in the Amman region. The project rep- 
resents a five year investment period expected to 
begin in July 1985 and continue to March 1990. 

The project includes new developments (app- 
rox. U.S. S60 million) that cover three sites in Rus- 
seifa. Naqab and Urn Nowarah providing a total of 
about 3,000 residential plots with on-site inf- 
rastructure consisting of roads, water and electricity 
supply, sewerage and a variety of housing core units 
and building material loans. Off-site infrastructure, 
health centres, emergency centres, community cen- 
tres, women’s training centres, and schools would 
also be provided to serve the project sites. 

All construction works will be tendered in spe- 
cific contract packages for which prequalification of 
contractors will take place during April 1985, and 
tender invitations are scheduled to be issued in July 
1985 for the first contract, and the remaining at 
intervals thereafter. 

Local contractors as well as foreign contractors 
from member countries of the World Bank, Swi- 
tzerland and Taiwan, are invited to contact the 
Urban Development Department in the Municipality 
of Amman at the address below to purchase the 
prequalification documents. 

Local contractors should be registered at the 
Ministry of Public Works as high class contractors 
and classified as:- 

a) General or first class contractors in bui- 
ldings, roads, water and sewerage, or 

b) General or first class contractors in bui- 
ldings. 

It is anticipated that two main contracts will be 
issued for each site, one will include infrastructure * 
and on plot construction, and the other will cover 
the erection of buildings for social facilities. 

Prequaiification documents will be available on 
March 5. 1985 and must be returned in a closed 
envelope to the address below not later than 12 
noon, local time April 4, 1985. 


URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 927198 
Amman, Jordan 
Telex: 22249 UDD JO. 
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Follow that traffic 

NEXT MONTH, the traffic department will start accepting 
applications to renew driving licenses through the mail. Not an 
earth-shaking bit of news, to be sure, but one more small 
advance in this country's slow, if sustained, bid to achieve its 
full human potential. The traffic department is one of those 
government agencies that have made enormous improvements 
in their bureaucratic routines in recent years. Going to have 
your driving license renewed in the early or mid-1970s was an 
act of supreme courage, which one performed only because of 
the greater fear of being arrested without a valid driving lic- 
ense. It could often take hours of jostling and poshing to 
complete the required paperwork and secure the required 
signatures before one's new license was issued. 

The situation improved radically during the past three 
years, because some new officers wbo were placed in charge of 
the traffic department realised that they had inherited a mess, 
and a disgrace to Jordan's heritage as a land of human skills. 

Now the process of taming the bureaucracy and humanising 
public service is to be taken a step further, with licenses being 
renewed through the mail. This suggests to us that most public 
sector institutions have great scope to improve their efficiency 
and their services to the public. All that is required is that 
sufficient pressure be brought to bear upon them to do the job 
properly. 

That pressure should logically come from the people the- 
mselves, the recipients of public services. But one of the weak 
points of Jordan today is the lack of systems by which the 
ordinary man or woman in the street can hold the civil service 
accountable for Its actions and the quality of its services. In 
cases where departments have been blessed with dynamic lea- 
ders. changes happen quickly, and the sun shines every day. In 
others, there is inefficiency that has been institutionalised for 
so long that it has petrified, and become almost impervious to 
human will or deed. The traffic department — once again — 
has pointed the way to the kind of public service that Jordan's 
people are capable of, and deserve. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Rai: No, but thank you 

WE NEVER doubted that Egypt's move:, to hold a meeting grouping 
the Jordanians. Palestinian* and Israel had been made in good faith 
because we are certain that Egypt aims at finding a just solution to the 
Middle East problem. Statements by Egypt's Foreign Minister about 
these proposals add more confidence in Egypt and its intentions. But 
these proposals had caused controversy and brought about criticism 
from certain Arab and international circles. 

Both Jordan and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
refused these ideas and adhered to their Feb. II accord, which was 
signed in Amman, and which stated clearly that a solution for the 
Palestine problem should be comprehensive and must be under the 
United Nations' auspices. Rejection of Egypt's proposals docs not 
mean that the PLO doubts that country's intentions but rather calls 
the attention to the fact that the Jordanian- Palestinian accord should 
be regarded as basis fi*r any future peace moves. 

The controversy which the Egyptian proposals caused and the 
rejection which rt drew from Jordan and the PLO proves beyond 
doubt that Arab countries must first hold proper consultations and 
coordination before embarking on any move. Wc appreciate Egypt's 
position but feel that the Arabs must be able to present their ideas 
properly and in a concerted and well-planned manner to the world. 

Al Dustour: Israel manipulates 
Mubarak's call 

THE CAUTIOUS welcome which Israel ga\u to the Egyptian pro- 
posals for convening a Jordanian-Israeli-Palestinian meeting under 
U.S. auspices has now been transformed into doubt and rejection, 
according to recent statements by senior Israeli officials. 

The Israelis had hoped that the proposals will after all allow them 
the chance to implement the Camp David agreements which had 
been rejected by Jordan along with all the Arab countries. Egypt's 
President Hosni Mubarak had offered the new proposals out of a 
feeling that Lhev may lead to overcoming obstacles in the way of 
holding an international conference to solve the Palestine problem. 

No doubt the president's proposals were made in good laith and 
were designed to help break the deadlock m the current situation 
through overcoming procedural issues. When the Israelis grasped the 
intentions of the president, they turned against them since they do 
not provide for the implementation of the Camp David agreements 
as they had hoped. 

Israel realises too well that the Arabs do not accept the Camp 
David agreements and they adhere to the resolutions passed by the 
Arab summits and believe in the role of the United Nations in sol vine 
the problem. They should never expect any change in the Arab 
Nation's position in this respect. 

The Arabs, for their part, are advised to give total backing to the 
Jordanian- Palestinian accord which represents the aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. 

Sawt Al Shaab : Meant to reactivate peace 
process 

EGYPT'S PRIME Minister Kamal Hassan AH has reiterated that the 
proposals made by President Hosni Mubarak were meant as steps for 
reactivating efforts towards a final solution of the Palestine problem. 
He said that these were ideas and no programme for action. 

These statements, together with those made by Foreign Minister 
Israat Abdul Meguid make It clear for every one that Egypt is more or 
less trying to revive the efforts for peace. h is up to the parties directly 
involved in the conflict to decide whether these proposals arc suitable 
or not for a settlement. These panics (Jordan and the PLO) are not 
committed to what proposals are put forth by any country, unless 
these proposals are in harmony with their joint accord. 

The Jordanian-Palestinian accord signed on Feb. 1 1 should form 
the main basis for a solution of the Palestine problem and both 
panies to the agreement arc adhering to it. Moreover, the Israelis 
and the Americans arc not guaranteed to accept any proposals com- 
ing from the Arab states since both are interested to see the Arab 
lands perpetuaily under Israeli rule- 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Fahed Fanek 


Economist Arthur Laffer’s visit to Jordan stalled 


DUE to an unfortunate and 
silly technicality and a mis- 
communication problem with 
the Jordanian consulate in Los 
Angeles, the planned visit to 
Jordan by the prominent Ame- 
rican economist (and pol- 
itician) Arthur Laffer stalled. 
The visit was called off only 78 
hours before his departure 
from Los Angeles to Amman 
on board an Alia flight. 

Dr. Laffer's aborted sch- 
edule included extensive mee- 
tings with officials and other 
Jordanian economists, and a 
lecture at the university of Jor- 
dan. 

Dr. Laffer was until Sep- 
tember 1984 a professor of 


business economics in the Sch- 
ool of Business Adm- 
inistration. University of Sou- 
thern California. He is rightly 
considered the mastermind 

>and theoretician behind what is 
known as Reaganomics. Rea- 
ganomics is essentially a sup- 
plyside approach to activate 
the economy and achieve a sta- 
ble growth through the right 
incentives. 

Dr. Laffer was a close eco- 
nomic advisor to Ronald Rea- 
gan before his land-slide ele- 
ction as president of the United 
States in 1980. He was later 
appointed a member in the 
President's Economic Policy 
Advisory Board. He is a def- 


inite Republican party can- 
didate for the Senate, rep- 
resenting California as oF 19S6. 

Dr. Arthur Laffer is an inf- 
luential economist, not only at 
the academic level but also at 
the media level. The American 
media gave Dr. Laffer an att- 
ention that was rarely given to 
a scholar before, that he almost 
became a T.V. star! 

Dr. Laffer is of course ass- 
ociated with the famous “Laf- 
fer Curve*’ in which he simply 
illustrated that with tax rates 
and tax revenues both starting 
at zero. as they rise together 
the government reaches a cer- 
tain “optimum rate" at which it 
collects its maximum revenues. 


but if it attempts to tax more 
income, it reaches an “exc- 
essive rate” which has the eff- 
ect of being a disincentive 10 
work, savings and investment. 

with the ensuing decrease, 
then, in total income available 
to tax. the tax revenues decline. 

President Reagan embraced 
this concept and embarked on 
his economic policy spear- 
headed by tax cuts, and in less 
than two years the American 
economy recovered from the 
deepest recession since World 
War II. 

Arthur Laffer is not a mere 
professor of economics. In a 
way he is also a politician, pla- 
ying a major role in the for- 


mation of economic thought 
prevailing in the adm- 
inistration which is leading 
America, the superpower of 
the so-called “Free World”. 

The presence of Dr. Laffer in 
Amman could have been a Val- 
uable opportunity for Jor- 
danian economic and political 
intellectuals to touch on this 
contemporary current and 
exchange views from a Jor- 
danian or Arab perspective. 

It is very important that this 
prominent economist should 
go back home with excellent 
impressions about Jordan, the 
small free-enterprise country, 
which was able to achieve one 
of the highest rate of economic 


and social growth among 
“Third World" countries dur- 
ing the last decade, and which 
is Sow facing the new economic 
slow-down in a courageous 
and efficient manner, dem- 
onstrating ability to adjust eff- 
ectively. and follow up on the 
latest in modem economic thi- 
nking. 

Next week we shall highlight 
the main economic and fin- 
ancial policies Arthur Laffer 
stands for, while a third article 
will be devoted to the eva- 
luation and challenges to which 
Dr. Laffer's recommended pol- 
icies were subjected in Ame- 
rica and world-wide. 


IMF talks may decide fate of suspended aid to Sudan 


By Philip Shehadi 

Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Sudan, facing 
drought, economic strains and a 
rebellion in its South, is anxiously 
awaiting the outcome of talks in 
Washington which may decide the 
fate of over S100 million in sus- 
pended financial aid. 

Foreign observers here say Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and Sudanese officials arc exa- 
mining economic reforms Sudan 
has launched in recent weeks, inc- 
luding a devaluation, new cur- 
rency controls and higher prices 
lor basic commodities. 

Finance Minister Abdul- 
Rahman Abdul- W'ahab and Cen- 
tral Bank Governor Farouq 
AI-Magboul were in Washington 
for the talks, which were likely to 
end on Saturday. Mr. Magboufs 


office said. 

The observers said movement 
toward an accord between Sudan 
and the IMF would encourage 
other creditors, led by the United 
States to release suspended aid. 

A 1984 standby agreement 
between Sudan and the IMF. sig- 
ned last May. quickly fell apart 
when Sudan failed to meet arrears 
on debts of more than S800 mil- 
lion. 

The State Department said last 
week Washington had decided 
several months ago to delay fur- 
ther disbursement of balance of 
payments support to Sudan “pen- 
ding the Sudanese government’s 
implementation of an economic 
reform package." 

The drought-hit African stale, 
also torn by a rebellion in the 
South by opponents of President 
Jaafar Numeins regime, urgently 


needs the cash to pay for imports 
of food, oil and agricultural and 
industrial goods. 

Sources at the U.S/ Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) said the U.S. aid freeze 
affected roughly $80 million out 
of a SI 20 million allocation in 
1984 for balance of payments 
support. Total budgeted U.S. civ- 
ilian and military aid to Sudan last 
year was over $27Q million. 

The sources said none of the 
SI 20 million earmarked by the 
U.S. for balance of payments sup- 
port in 1985 had yet been paid. 
The money is used mainly to fin- 
ance imports of American com- 
modities. 

The World Bank, another 
major creditor, has disbursed aid 
for projects already under way 
without interruption, but has tem- 
porarily slowed consideration of 


new projects pending a review of 
the Sudanese economy, an aut- 
horitative source said. 

European donors grouped in 
the Paris Club have taken a similar 
stance on balance of payments 
support, the source said. 

Saudi Arabia, Sudan’s largest 
Arab aid donor, approved a $35 
million loan this month, but only 
after King Fahd sent Mr. Numeiri 
a letter urging him to reach agr- 
eement with the IMF. 

Observers say a big Saudi con- 
tribution to a proposed credit to 
finance imports of petroleum pro- 
ducts may depend on a new IMF 
agreement. 

Meanwhile. Sudanese leaders 
are preparing the population for a 
round of price rises which are lik- 
ely to follow the 48 per cent dev- 
aluation of the Sudanese pound 


earlier this month. 

“We align the price of pet- 
roleum products generally with 
the price of the Sudanese pound, 
and with their true cost. We will ... 
probably carry this tendency to 
other things." Mr. Numeiri said in 
a recent newspaper interview. 

A new customs schedule int- 
roduced this week has already 
brought higher tariffs for imp- 
orted goods. Budget cuts have 
been made in response to sharp 
declines In government revenue 
due to new Islamic tax laws and 
drought, which has affected tax- 
able income. 

Finance Minister Abdul- 
Wahad told Reuters in a recent 
interview the government had cut 
7.5 per cent off projected exp- 
enditures of 2.7 billion pounds 
($1.1 billion) in the 1984-85 fiscal 


year. 

The devaluation was acc- 
ompanied by a crackdown on 
black market currency dealing and 
the introduction of a floating exc- 
hange rate alongside the fixed off- 
icial rate of 2.50 pounds to the 
dollar. 

The U.S. has commended the 
measures, saying they have cle- 
ared most of the obstacles rem- 
aining before economic support 
fund disbursements can be res- 
umed." 

The IMFs view of the new mea- 
sures is not known, although it has 
long called for a floating exchange 
rate. 

Bankers here, however, note 
the new floating rate has not cha- 
nged since the. initial fixing at 
three pounds 10 the dollar two 
weeks ago. 


M 



Clouds gather over Malaysia's Mahath'r 


Dr. Mahathir Mohammad. Malaysia's prime minister . has won res- 
pect for his efforts to modernise the country.' but Chris SherweU 
reports that the Bank Bumiplitra scandal and one or two political 
accidents t nay force him to hold elections much sooner than expected. 


KUALA LUMPUR — Few in 
Malaysia would have believed it 
possible even six months ago. but 
a significant reassessment of the 
premiership of Dr. Mahathir 
Mohammad is under way within 
the country's political est- 
ablishment. business community 
and foreign diplomatic corps. 

Expectat ion is running high that 
a general election will be called 
much earlier than the due date of 
April 1987. and perhaps even 
later this year. Although no one 
doubts that the ruling-party Nat- 
ional Front coalition will be ret- 
urned to power, its previous mar- 
gin or victory in 132 out of 154 
scats could well be chopped back. 

Even now. the standing of some 
of the key parties in the coalition is 
being eroded, while opposition 
panics and groups arc posing new 
challenges. Fresh questions are 
being raised about the com- 
plicated religious and ethnic str- 
ucture of Malaysian politics. 

Dr. Mahathir, who is 59 and has 
been premier since 1981. looks 
more vulnerable now than in the 
first half of last year. Then, his 
ascendency within the United 
Malays National Organisation 
(UMNO), the powerful Malay 
pany which dominates the cou- 
ntry's politics, appeared assured. 

No single factor seems to be 
responsible for this remarkable 
change. But few people doubt that 
Dr. Mahathir's awkward handling 
of the constitutional crisis over the 
king's powers more than a year 
ago — a dispute which went on far 
too long and ended in a clumsy 
compromise — has been repeated 
over numerous issues since, to his 
continuing embarrassment. 

It has taken more than six 
months, for example, to deal with 
a public controversy over a nuc- 
lear waste dump in Perak state. A 
battle was waged even longer over 
the proposed development of an 
ancient Chinese cemetery in the 
town of Malacca, providing ano- 
ther parochial but politically sig- 
nificant dispute which has proved 
unnecessarily cosily to the gov- 
ernment. 

More importantly. Dr. Mah- 
athir's ruling coalition has been 


embarrassed by two major dev- 
elopments — a fractious internal 
quarrel which has split the Mal- 
aysian Chinese Association 
(MCA), the principal Chinese 
component, and the activities of a 
fundamentalist Muslim group out- 
side the coalition known as Parti 
Islam or PAS. which has accused 
UMNO of deviating from Islamic 
principles of government. 

The MCA. over a year after its 
troubles burst into the open, has 
been unable to patch up its dif- 
ferences. The squabble originally 
focused on allegedly padded 
membership lists, but degenerated 
into a legal and personal clash 
over the leadership. This has sho- 
cked the Chinese community and 
may even have helped the ele- 
ctoral standing of the opposition 
Democratic Action Pany. a pre- 
dominantly Chinese pany highly 
critical of the -government. 

The PAS controversy, dis- 
turbing to all those concerned 
about the possible growth of rel- 
igious extremism in Malaysia, 
produced an astonishing proposal 
to debate on television the proper 
place in politics of the country's 
major religion. 

The plan was eventually sco- 
tched by no less a figure than the 
King, who is formally the final arb- 
iter on aspects of the Muslim faith 
m Malaysia. The irony of his int- 
ervention. following the earlier 
constitutional argument over his 
powers, was lost on on-one. 

But Dr. Mahathirs main pol- 
itical problem actually goes back 
to before - : he time be was elevated 
from the deputy premier's pos- 
ition in 1981. This is the con- 
tinuing Bank Bumipuira scandal, 
in which the country's biggest 
bank, formed to help eco- 
nomically weak Malays compete 
with the prosperous Chinese 
community, lent and lost billions 
of dollars to Chinese property 
speculators in Hong Kong bet- 
ween 1980 and 1983. 

As details of the affair have 
unfolded, the suspicion has grown 
that leading figures in the Mal- 
aysian political establishment arc 
implicated. So widespread is the 
talk of a cover-up that a new word 


could soon creep into the local lex- 
icon — “Bumigate". One new- 
spaper has even named as “Mal- 
aysian of the Year." Tan Sri 
Ahmad Noordin. the Auditor 
General, because of his skilful 
handling under restricted and dif- 
ficult circumstances of the inv- 
estigation into the bank's bad 
loans. 

The Auditor General, obv- 
iously shocked by wh3t he has dis- 
covered so far. has already called 
for a royal commission into the 
whole banking industry. But the 
most voluble criticism has come 
from a furious Hussein Onn. Dr. 
Mahathirs predecessor who. per- 
haps only coincidentally, is known 
to have been unhappy about the 
way he eventually left office. He 
says Lhe country’s Malay com- 
munity has been disgraced by the 
scandal and wants to sec the cul- - 
prits punished. 

* It still remains a puzzle who ult- 
imately authorised the original 
Hong Kong loans, which went chi- 
efly to the Carriao empire, and 
who sanctioned the expensive and 
ultimately abortive attempt to 
prevent what became the colony's 
biggest bankruptcy. Who was beh- 
ind Carrian itself is an even bigger 
mystery. 

It is also not certain whether 
more heads will roll beyond those 
who have now gone from Bank 
Bumipuira. 

How seriously any tunher dam- 
aging revelations might affect Dr. 
Mahathir's personal position is an 
open question. His determined 
and ambitious efforts to mod- 
ernise Malaysia have rightly won 
him plenty of admirers, and he can 
be expected 10 resist any attempts 
to ease him out, or to make him 
ask other senior officials to take 
responsibility and resign. 

Tengku Razaieigh Hamzah, shi- 
fted last year 10 the Trade and 
Industry Ministry, has previously 
been thought vulnerable because 
his Finance Ministry was at a cru- 
cial time a major shareholder of 
Bank Bumipuira. Equally the one 
man who by common consent 
stands to gain most from the gov- 
ernment's embarrassment over 
Bank Bumipuira is Datuk Musa 
Hiram, the deputy prime minister. 

Though always tipped eve- 
ntually to succeed Dr. Mahathir, 
the success of Datuk Musa's pro- 
teges in winning key positions in 



Mahathir... high pressure 

UMNO party elections last May 
.was quickly followed by the ins- 
tallation of Dr. Mahathir ass- 
ociates to run the party day- 
to-day. and by a Cabinet reshuffle 
m which the Prime Minister's 
long-time aide. Dr. Daim Zai- 
nuddin, was brought in from pri- 
vate business to run the Finance 
Ministry. 

People have since stopped tal- 
king of the “Two Ms", a favourite 
label to describe the powerful duo 
when they stood more Firmly tog- 
ether. Though suggestions of a 
split remain far-fetched even now. 
it has not gone unnoticed that 
Datuk Musa has made con- 
spicuous moves during Dr. Mah- 
athir's absences abroad to deal 
decisively with matters like the 
nuclear dump controversy and the 
MCA crisis. 

None of this means that either 
Malaysia or even Dr. Mahathir are 
in trouble. What it does suggest, 
however, is an unforeseen shift in' 
sentiment which, as long as it con- 
tinues., can be exploited by fac- 
tions within UMNO, components 
of the ruling coalition and opp- 
osition parties and groups. 

That may be why talk of an early 
election is now building, so that a 
popular mandate might be ren- 
ewed to head off potential dif- 
ficulties. Politics in Malaysia's 
complex democracy thus promise 
to be even more fluid in the com- 
ing months than they have seemed 
in the past ■— Financial Times 
news feature- 


Reagan administration 
uses foreign aid 
to ‘further peace’ 


WASHINGTON — “The res- 
olution of the Arab- Israeli conflict 
continues to be one of our for- 
emost ■objectives.” U.S. Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs Robert Pelletreau asserted 
.in testimony in . support of the 
Reagan administration's 1986 
Middle East economic and sec- 
urity assistance. 

Appearing before the House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Europe and the Middle East on 
Feb. 26, Mr. Pelletreau stated 
that, “There are no quick and easy 
solutions for peace in the region" 
but U.S. assistance “plays an imp- 
ortant role in furthering the peace 
process." 

The complete text of Mr. Pel- 
letreau’s statement follows: 

T welcome the opportunity to 
testify today in support of the 
administration's proposals for fis- 
cal year 1986 economic security 
assistance for the Middle East. 

The administration's proposal 
reflects our foreign policy and nat- 
ional security objectives in this 
vital region.- In each country, our 
assistance programmes are int- 
ended to nurture relationships of 
mutual interest and trust and to 
assist these governments in str- 
engthening their security and fur- 
thering their economic progress. 

Our foreign assistance pro- 
grammes in the region are vital to 
the achievement of our foreign 
policy goals: 

— to promote stability in this 
strategically important region; 

— to ensure the security and 
well-being of Israel and to assist 
other friendly states in the region 
with their security needs; 

— to foster the peaceful res- 
olution of regional conflicts, esp- 
ecially between Israel and the 
Arab states; 

— to maintain “Free World” 
access to the viral oil resources of 
the Gulf; 

to assist Lebanon in its efforts 
to restore and expand central gov- 
ernment authority and to und- 
ertake economic reconstruction. 

In our efforts to advance reg- 
ional stability and to promote the 
resolution of conflicts throughout 
the region, we recognise that the 
spirit of accommodation can grow 
more readily if friendly states feel 
confident of their ability to pro- 
vide for their own security and for 
die economic and social needs of 
their people. 

The levels and terms of our pro- 
posed assistance have been car- 
efully developed within the con- 
straints of our budget stringencies 
and the president’s economic pro- 
gramme, and are the minimum 
amounts needed' to meet req- ’ 
u ire meats of the countries in this 
region. 

Our fiscal year 1986 foreign ass- 
istance request, for the Middle 
East win fund six major pro- 
grammes: 

$3,263-3 million in Foreign 
MUttaiy Sales Credit (FMS) inc- 
luding 3.100 million in forgiven 
credits for Israel and Egypt. 

“7 $6 million in grant Military 
Assistance Programmes (MAP). 

— $4.95 . million in Int- 


ernational Military Education and 
training (IMET) 

— $887 million in Economic 
Support Funds (ESF) 

— S33-.17 million in dev- 
elopment Assistance (DA) and 

— $22 c 7.1 million in PL 480, 
food assistance. . ........ 

Middle East Peace 

As part of our general effort to 
promote regional stability, the 
resolution of the Arab- Israeli con- 
flict continues to be one of oiir 
foremost objectives. There are no 
quick and easy solutions for peace 
in the region. However, we will 
persevere with our efforts, which 
are based on the president's Mid- 
dle East peace initiative of Sept. I , 
1982. Our assistance plays an 
important role in furthering the 
peace process. 

Six years ago a peace treaty 
ended thirty years of war between 
Egypt and Israel. Israel and Egypt 
remain our principal partners in 
the quest for peace, and these two 
nations are the largest recipients 
of our proposed foreign assistance 
for fiscal year iy86. This ass- 
istance is aimed at ensuring their 
security and strengthening their 
economies, both essential to their 
continuing on the path to a bro- 
ader peace settlement. 

Smaller programmes planned 
for Jordan and Lebanon can also 
promote regional stability and 
progress towards peace. Jordan 
requires our continued support to 
maintain its sec urity. its role in fac- 
ilitating the stability of the area, 
and to build the necessary con- 
fidence to join the peace process. 
Lebanon needs our support "to 
help deal with the continuing pro- 
blems besetting it. Our pro- 
gramme also seeks to improve the 
quality of Palestinian life in the 
West Bank and Gaza, and to enc- 
ourage economic and social coo- 
peration in the region. Individual 
programme reviews follow: 

Israel: The United States has a 
historic commitment to Israel's 
security and viability extending 
over the past three decades. Our 
assistance provides a tangible 
demonstration of the strength and 
durability of that commitment 
tmd seeks to give Israel the con- 
fidence to take the risks necessary 
to pursue the peace process. 

o assist Israel in maintaining 
rts qualitative edge in mflitaw 
capability over potential agg- 
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Earthquake-prediction tradition enormously 
shaken by new multi-phased techniques 


' On average, earthquakes kill 40,000 people a year - but there is no 
such thing as an average earthquake. In trying to predict them, undent 
man observed the behaviour of snakes. Today's more sophisticated 
techniques include bouncing laser beams off distant mirrors and was - . 
tf ching for seepages of hydrogen from the ground. 


SOME EARTHQUAKES are 
J likely to remain Unpredictable- 
Earthquakes are caused by the 
movement of the “plated of the 
earth’s crust past each other along 
the faults that separate them. In 
some places the move meal is 
smooth and steady; in others sud- 
den jerks cause earthquakes. 
Small quakes can trigger big qua- 
kes elsewhere on a fault. Without 
knowing the probability of a small 
quake being triggered, you cannot 
, calculate the certainty of a big one. 
i Such unpredictable triggers are 
fortunately rare. In the past year, 
scientists from the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) at 
Menlo Park near San Francisco 
have chalked up remarkable suc- 
cesses in approximate forecasts — 
nobody dares call them pre- 
dictions. They are now poised to 
test their methods against the next 


big quake. As if sensing that it is 
cornered, the San Andreas fault 
has gone unnervingly quiet. . 

Because the earth’s crust varies 
so much from place to place, a sin- 
gle. foolproof way to predict ear- 
thquakes is unattainable. Sci- 
entists are' instead trying to guess 
what is likely to happen in par- 
ticular locations. The USGS met- 
hods are two-pronged. First, they 
analyse a section of the fault to 
estimate the characteristic size 
and frequency of earthquakes 
there. Second, they measure the 
deformation of the ground to see 
how much strain has accumulated. 

An earthquake at Morgan Hill 
in California vindicated both app- 
roaches. The USGS’s Dr. Bill 
Bakun had studied the pattern of 
earthquakes in that region. He 
then worked out where, he tho- 
ught. the fault was sticking (such 


points are known m the trade as 
asperities) and — from past rec- ' 
ords — how much strain it could 
take. He concluded in 1980 that 
an earthq uake of magnitude six on 
the standard Richter scale, was 
due. It came m April. 1984; mag- 
nitude 6.1 and only five kil- 
ometres from where he expected. 

Now Dr. Bakun and his col- 
leagues have made a detailed , 
study of a small section of the San 
Andreas fault near Parkfield. 
mid-way between San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. The Parkfield 
section gives small (5.6 or so) tre- 
mors regularly every 22 years. It is 
wired up like an experimental 
rat in anticipation of the next 
jerk, due in early 1 988, give or 
take a few years. Instruments cal- 
led dilatometers record changes in 
pressure down to 200 metres 
below the surface, while lasers ref- 
lected off distant mirrors (as m uch" 
as 10 kilometres away) measure 
movemems of the crust to within a 
millimetre. Dr. Bakun hopes that 
the Parkfield section's “final sta- 


ges of preparation for failure" will 
show up so clearly on the ins- 
truments that a genuine warning 
will be possible. 

At the southern end of the Par- 
k field section,near Cholame, the 
fault has been locked beyond an 
asperity since the giant quake that 
damaged Los Angeles in 1 857. It 
is possible that the next Parkfield 
earthq uake (1 988 or so) will cause 
at least pan of this section to rup- 
ture. At the northern end of the 
Parkfield section, the fault has 
been stuck since the San Francisco 
earthquake of 1 906. This will pro- 
bably not fail again for ai least 25 
years. But a gradual build-up of 
seismic activity has occurred in the 
San Francisco Bay area since the 
1950s. just as before 1906. 

Such methods are not yet' pre- 
cise. Warning (“get under the 
table") is still empirical gue- 
sswork: you look for strange che- 
mical or physical anomalies that 
seem to precede earthquakes. The 
most promising are probably the 
seismic signals (foreshocks) that 


precede some earthquakes. But 
others are being developed. One 
such is the measurement of hyd- 
rogen seeping from the ground. 

This is based on a simple principle. 
Gases get trapped in rodks; when 
rocks move, the gases escape; 
being common and volatile, hyd- 
rogen escapes in quantity .and qui- 
ckly. Therefore, hydrogen seeping 
from the ground in unusual amo- 
unts means rocks are moving 
down below. 

Mr. Ken McGee and his col- 
leagues from the USGS in Van- 
couver. Washington, developed 
the hydrogen method for vol- 
canoes in Hawaii and have now 
begun to apply it to earthquakes. 
Mr. McGee’s team is staking out 
the San Andreas fault in the hope 
of refining this method — finding 
out how far from the epicentre it 
works and whether it can dis- 
tinguish large quakes from small. 
In November. 1 984. near the town 
of Mammoth Lakes in California 
(in an ancient caldera that has 
begun to bulge and quake omi- 



That sinking feeling 

nously over the past five years), hydrogen and — privately — pre- later, the ground shook — The 
they measured a sudden pulse of dieted an earthquake. Ten days Economist. 


Translating: Language said to be less than enough 


By Shawn G. Kennedy 

NEW YORK — The popular not- 
4» n of the translator is of a spe- 
ctacled soul hunched over dic- 
tionaries and phrase books, while 
his counterpan, the interpreter, is 
seen at the elbow of diplomats or 
'in the glass-enclosed language 
booths of the United Nations. But 
language experts say these visions 
of their work are outmoded. 

The skills of the translator, who 
takes the printed word from one 
language to another, and the int- 
erpreter, who translates speech, 
are today as likely to be sought by 
high-tech manufacturing com- 
panies. advertising agencies and 
:film companies as by publishing 
chouses, governments or global 
^organisations. 

Technological advancements, 
such as the development of com- 
puters that translate, have altered 
the way language experts do their 
jobs. But most professionals view 
electronic translators and com- 
puterised dictionaries as time- 
saving aids rather than as rivals;' • 

“The profession has blossomed* 1, 
and technology has made (HIT/ 


work faster, more exact and more 
complete ” said Irene Agnew.The 
Los Angeles-based translator and 
interpreter founded a com- 
puterised translation service, 
Agnew Tech-Tran, which she sold 
to Berlitz Translation Services. 

The expanding global market- 
place, competition from ind- 
ustrialised nations such as Japan 
and West Germany and the eme- 
rgence of the Middle East in int- 
ernational affairs have all had an 
impact on the profession. Demand 
is particularly great for those flu- 
ent in Japanese, Chinese and Ara- 
bic and for professionals with tec- 
hnical or scientific backgrounds. 

David Laube, director of mar- 
keting for Berlitz Translation Ser- 
vices, a subsidiary of the world- 
wide language school, said that for 
U.S. companies the ability to 
communicate with potential cli- 
ents and consumers overseas is a 
tool of competition. 

“At one time, for example, 
many American manufacturing 
companies felt comfortable exp- 
orting printed materials like pro- 
•d net instruction bodkleis or repair ' 
'manuals in English, r a^uniun^mHy ‘ 
would be translated overseas^’ he 


said. 

No statistics exist on numbers in 
the translation profession, in pan 
because there is no state or federal 
certification. But Eva Berry, out- 
going president of the American 
Translators Association, said 
more Americans were joining the 
profession. Since its founding in 
1960 the association has grown 
from a few hundred to nearly 
1,000 members. 

John C- Miller, director of the 
foreign-language programme at 
the School of Continuing Edu- 
cation at New York University, 
agrees. 

“At one time a great many of 
the translators and interpreters 
working in the United States were 
foreign born, people who .came 
here after the war,” he said. “But 
that generation of language pro- 
fessionals is reaching retirement 
age and they are being replaced by 
young, well-educated Americans 
who have studied foreign lan- 
guages and lived abroad.” 

Berlitz saw a demand for spe- 
cialised translation as more of its 
^‘language instructors were asked % 
companies to .be translators. 
-Two years ago Betfftz established 


its translation division and it now 
has a full-time staff of 60 tra- 
nslators in seven branches. 

Among the companies that 
have stepped up their use of tra- 
nslators is Hughes Ground Sys- 
tems, a California-based military 
supplier. “ In recent years our bus- 
iness has expanded beyond the 
NATO European countries to 
areas of the world like Asia and 
the Middle East where a kno- 
wledge of English is Iks pre- 
valent,” said George Flores, who 
acts as a liaison between the com- 
pany’s technical divisions and the 
translation services and con- 
sultants it uses. “Our requirement 
for foreign-language experts is 
ongoing and has grown twofold in* 
the past few years and will pro- 
bably continue to grow.” 

- Peggy Gowen, a free-lance tra- 
nslator and interpreter who runs a 
service from her home in Man- 
hattan, has seen several changes 
since she entered the field more 
than 20 yars ago, including a dem- 
and for languages spoken in the- 
Far East and Middle East as well 
as an increase in the amount of • 
\ tebhnic&l ^material she is-asked to~ 
translate. . . . 


A typical assignment when she 
began her company in the 1970s, 
she said, was acting as an escort/ 
interpreter for a European fabric 
company or fashion house. 

“Now my work frequently inv- 
olves the translation of a legal 
document or material for an ind-' 
ustrial manufacturing company,” 
-said Ms. Gowen. who has worked 
for the United Nations and the 
State Department and is fluent in 
French, Italian, German, Spanish, 
Portuguese and Arabic. She stu- 
died several languages in school 
and learned others w’hile working 
abroad. 

While the need of the business 
community for foreign-language 
experts is dear, the State Dep- 
artment remains probably the lar- 
gest U.S. employer of translators 
and interpreters. Donald Barnes, 
chief of interpreters, maintains a 
roster of 1 ,000 full-time and part- 
time workers who interpret for 
Foreign Service personnel and 
serve as escorts for visiting dig- 
nitaries. The agency tests app- 
licants and requires no previous 
professional experience. — : . • 

... Bnice-Beoghn, who haswqrked 
as a UJSf. conference interpreter. 


forsees growing work opp- 
ortunities for interpreters. 

“As teleconferencing, via sat- 
ellite. becomes a standard way of 
communicating in the business 
world, the use of conference int- 
erpreters by the private sector will 
increase,” said Mr. Boeglin. who 
just retired as training officer in 
the U.N. interpreters section. 

An academic knowledge of a 
language or the ability to do 
word-for-word translation of the 
spoken or written word is not eno- 
ugh. Those with an area of exp- 
ertise have a definite edge. 

A director of Ad-Ex, a tra-' 
nslation service in Palo Alto, Cal- 
ifornia. serving companies in Sil- 
icon Valley, went so far as to say 
that his company hired few tra- 
nslators without backgrounds in 
engineering, chemistry or mat- 
hematics. 

Jerry Mryglot, a staff translator 
for Berlitz who holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Russian from Columbia 
University and a master's degree 
in the language from Stanford 
University, took a course in sec- 
urities to assist him with the large 
amount of financial material he 
was asked to translate. 



t ; 

Bruce Boegin sees more teleconference interpreting 


Despite the evidence of bro- 
adened opportunities for tra- 
nslators and interpreters with cer- 
tain language and technical spe- 
cialties, some in the profession say 
the current economic climate has 
stiffened the competition among 
the translation services and those 


who free-lance. “The strong U.S. 
dollar is hurting us now.” said 
Berry of the American Tra- 
nslators Association, who runs her 
own translation service. “Com- 
panies are cutting costs by having 
their work done overseas." — 
New York Times. 


Indian trains roll 
on despite fraud, 
overcrowded traffic 


By Mark O’Neill 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI— The 178 up train 
from Delhi to Pune is about to 
leave. Vendors selling fruit, betel 
nut, tea, Hindi comics and silver- 
tinted sunglasses scurry along the 
platform. 

The dark red carriages begin to 
move. There is a frantic rush as 
hundreds jump on and others squ- 
eeze off. 

Muslim moLhers in black veils, 
soldiers in khaki, fat businessmen 
i^eading newspapers and babies 
Clutching the window bars peer 
ouf as the train pulls away. 

You only have to be a passenger 
in the standing-room only second 
class carriages to appreciate a 
major headache facing one of the 
world’s three biggest railway net- 
works. 

Passenger demand is increasing 
by four per cent a year, faster than 
capacity to meet it. 

The result, according to the Ind- 
ian Railways' yearbook for 
1982-83, the most recent ava- 
ilable, is “an occupation ratio of 
more than 100 per cent on rush- 
hour suburban routes and long- 
-distance trains during peak sea- 
’ sons.” 

In plain English this means that 
if you ride an Indian train at busy 
times in summer you will travel 
packed like a sardine in tem- 
peratures of up to 44 degrees cen- 
tigrade (110 degrees fahrenheit). 

Public indignation at this exp- 
loded last month when a crowd of 
25,000 attacked a railway station 
a f Bhayandar, an industrial sub- 
urb of Bombay. Pblice opened fire 
to quell the trouble, killing six 
people. 

4 “ More than 1 00 trains pass thr- 
$ ough Bhayandar each day, but no 
one except the very agOe can get 
on to them as they are packed 
full,” a senior railway manager 
said. 

"The public there has a valid 
complaint but there is nothing we 
.can do for them.” 

Most new rolling stock is nee- 
ded to replace outworn equ- 
ipment, some of it in service for 
more than 30 years. Little is ava- 
ilable to expand capacity. 

State-owned Indian railways 
"operates a network of 61 ,000 kil- 
ometres with 10,000 locomotives. 
Its staff of 1,700,000 makes it the 


country's biggest employer. 

It carried 3,660 million pas- 
sengers and nearly 256 million 
tonnes of freight in 1982-83. up 
from 1,280 million and 93 million 
in 1950-51. 

In running this vast operation, 
the railways face formidable dif- 
ficulties. 

In 1982-83, inspectors picked 
up 5,300,00 passengers travelling 
without a ticket, fining them 
$7,200,000. 

“In Bihar state, the most lawless 
in India, I found one of my ins- 
pectors with his throat slit, pre- 
sumably by ticket dodgers.” the 
m anage r said. 

“One racket there is buying tic- 
ketless insurance for say 1 0 rupees 
(80 cents) a month. You never buy 
a ticket and, if you are caught, the 
insurer will pay you back the cost 
of the fine.” 

The railway network employs 
67,000 men to guard its property. 
But each year it has to pay out 
millions of dollars in com- 
pensation for loss and theft. Coal, 
grain, fruit and vegetables are 
most popular with the thieves. 

“Running train thieves”, as 
they are officially called, pull apart 
connections between carriages, 
forcing the train to stop, and then 
make off with the contents. 

Another hazard is alarm-chain 
pulling. Passengers puD the cord . 
when the train nears their home so j 
they can get off. 

The railways, which began here 
in 1 853, fulfill a crucial role in del- 
ivering goods and- people across a 
country where cars are a luxury. 

Independent India has dev- 
eloped the legacy left by the Bri- 
tish to the point where it makes 
over 92 per cent of its own equ- 
ipment and exports engines and 
coaches to Bangladesh, Moz- 
ambique, Vietnam and the Phi- 
lippines. It has won huge con- 
struction projects in Africa and 
the Middle East. 

Last October it inaugurated a 
new service, from Jammu in the - 
for north to Kanyakumari on rts 
southern tip, a journey of more 
than 3,000 kilometres. 

“There are not many people 
who want to go the whole way” 
the manager said. . 

“The service is more a symbol 
of integration, how the railways 
unite the different peoples and 
regions of the country.” 


Madagascar’s farm 
development suffers 
ravaging impact of 
cattle rustlers 

Well-organised gangs of bandits are terrorising farmers in southern 
Madagascar, disrupting the nation’s plans to become self-sufficient in 
food. The police, end the government, seem powerless to cope with the 
modern catde rustlers. 


By Michael GriCOn 

ANT AN AR7VO, Malagasy Rep- 
ublic — Bands of well-organised 
bandits are thwarting Mad- 
agascar’s attempts to increase 
food production in the island’s 
southern provinces. 

For four years these bands, 
known locally as "Da halo", have 
raided cattle, burned villages and 
robbed and killed rice-farmers in 
the provinces of Fianarantsoa and 
Tulear. The ill-equipped police 
force has been unable to enrij the 
attacks; the terrorised farmers 
have-begun to abandon their land 
to seek refuge in towns. 

"The theft of cartle passes all 
thinkable limits,” wrote Monja 
Jaona, Madagascar’s most out- 
spoken opposition politician in an 
open letter to president Didier 
Ratsiraka. “They are strangling 
the economy of the nation and. 
since it has to do with organised 
theft, scandalising the sovereignty 
of the state" . 

Police in the city of Fia- 
narantsoa, 400 kilometres south 
of the capital, Aatanarivo, and 
gateway to the parched south, say 
they receive reports of some 50 
attacks every week in the district, 
but claim there is little they can do. 

, Police, with little transport, may 
take a week to visit the scene of a 
raid, and then they find only 
tight-lipped villagers who refuse 
to give information for fear the 
dahalo will return and exact ven- 
geance. The Malagasy Army has 
mounted sweep operations and 
combed the forests, but the ban- 
dits simply melt into the bush until 
the military units have gone. 

In 1982, Madagascar imported 
nearly a quarter of its rice needs in 
order to make up for shortfalls in 
local production. Under pressure 
’from the International Monetary 
Fund, the government is com- 
mitted to a policy of food self- 
sufficiency by 1990, but the raids 
have disrupted the lives of the reg- 


ion’s largely rural population. 

“It is a catastrophe”, a French 
priest said. “I went to an area bet- 
ween Ambositra and Fia- 
narantsoa where Lhe people had 
not worked for a year. The men 
sleep in the daytime to keep watch 
by night. For, 10 kilometres aro- 
und it was impossible to work”. 

An hour’s drive south of Fia- 
narantsoa, past vineyards and nea- 
tly terraced rice fields, stands 
Ambaiavao, Madagascar’s second 
largest cattle market and the very 
heart of dahalo country. Local pol- 
ice report seven attacks daily in 
the 140 square kilometre district. 
They have 36 men to patrol the 
area, and their only vehicle is a 
battered car, useless on the rough 
roads. 

“The dahalo slow down the 
economy, particularly in the har- 
vest season”, said a gendarme. 
“Peasants are pouring into town; 
many villages have been aba- 
ndoned. and 26 schools have been 
closed in this district because the 
teachers are afraid to stay." 

Police say confidentially that 
their work is hamstrung by local 
courts, who limit their powers of 
anest and detention. The dahalo, 
they claim, have close family ties 
with powerful officials and, since 
witnesses are too frightened to tes- 
tify, the dahalo are released for 
lack of evidence. 

Others say the police force itself 
encourages the dahalo. "The pol- 
ice are not paid enough so they 
rent out their rifles. A policeman 
, says, ‘AD right, you can borrow my 
rifle; give me a present and bring it 
back in a month’. We all know the 
dahalo are organised by very 
' highly-placed individuals”, said 
one informed source. 

Until recently, cattle-raiding 
was customary among the nom- 
adic tribes of the south, and young 
men were expected to prove their 
prowess in raids on their enemies. 
The practice had aD but died out 
until the 1 970s, when in a troubled 



economy the dahalo emerged, 
armed with rifles in addition to the 
traditional spears and cutlasses. 

Dahalo informants Unger in the 
streets of the cattle-market on the 
look-out for local buyers or her- 
ders, who travel hundreds of kil- 
ometres to the Highland towns to 
seU their beasts. When night falls, 
the dahalo gather at the edge of 
the village, banging drums, blo- 
wing whistles and firing guns to 
unnerve their victims. Then they 
attack, burning huts, rounding up 
cattle and killing all who have not 
already fled. 

The high season for raids begins 
in March wiih the end of the rains. 
Not only is the Malagasy peasant 
then at his richest, having har- 
vested his rice, but the swollen riv- 
ers of the western plateau have 
begun to recede, allowing the 
dahalo to drive their plunder 
north without hindrance. 

According to a recent report, 
Antanarivo needs 300 head of cat- 
tle a day to provision its pop- 


ulation of 765,000 and the police 
are convinced the stolen herds 
converge on the abattoirs of the 
capital. But politician Monja 
Jaona believes that the animals 
are driven to the coast to be loa- 
ded at low tide on freighters 
bound for other islands in the Ind- 
ian Ocean. 

The French priest agrees; "It’s 
obvious that the cattle are being 
exported, either as meat or on the 
hoof. One doesn’t know where. 
Before, wherever you went you’d 
see cows. Now they've stolen the 
cows and there’s no more meat. 
The price of mear in the market is 
verv high because there’s less of 
it.” 

Until the government makes a 
commitment to suppress the dah- 
alo, life for the Malagasy rice far- 
mer will continue to be filled with 
uncertainly. The police, when 
making their report, will only be 
able to write “transported to an 
unknown destination” — Ear- 
thscan feature. 


Islands for rent in 
Venice lagoon, rich 
hermits need not apply 

By Philip Pnllella 

Reuter 


VENICE. Italy — There are few 
pieces of property in the world 
more alluring than a small island 
in the Venice lagoon, and some of 
them are up for rent. 

But the council of this haunting 
city of canals, known as the Oueen 
of the Adriatic, has set strict con- 
ditions. 

The 54 minor isles — as distinct 
from the tourist -luring islands that 
make up Venice city centre and 
other major islands such as Mtir- 
ano. Burano. Lido andTorcello — 
range from tiny green octagons 
once used as defence outposts by 
the Venetian Republic to land 
with villas, churches and vin- 
eyards. 

Reflecting their desirability, the 
council's decision last year to rent 
some of these minor islands att- 
racted hundreds of interested 
enquiries. 

About 50 applicants made for- 
mal proposals: a naturisi group for 
a nudist camp, an Indian sect for a 
meditation centre and a Swiss stu- 
dent fora luxurious “house of ple- 
asure". 

“These suggestions, as well as 
those who wrote saying they want 
to retire or study alone on an isl- 
and are off course and arc not 
even being considered." Cou- 
ncillor Edoardo Salzano. author 
of the island initiative, told Reu- 
I ters in an interview. 

Of the 34 minor islands, 20 are 
publicly owned and of these 1 7 are 
j either abandoned or severely 
underutilised. 

Last July the council effectively 
i put these 17 up for rent on the 
world property market with a slick 
40-page prospectus called “inv- 
itation to the islands”. 

They can be rented in whole or 
in part for periods ranging from 
five to 30 years, but only under 
Certain conditons. 

“We have rejected the concept 
of a closed island” Councillor 
Salzano said. “One condition is 
that the islands could have specific 
’uses but at least pan must remain 
accessible to the public. They must 
remain pan of the city.” 

Applicants whose proposals are 
accepted will have to assume all 
costs for restoration and mai-" 
ntenance of the islands, reduced to 
a sad state of disrepair because of 
neglect and vandalism. Little or no 
new construction will be allowed. 

Councillor Salzano wants coo- 


rdinated proposals for the larger 
minor islands of San Servolo. San 
Clemente, Sacca Sessola and Pov- 
eglia, which are close lo the centre 
and could be connected by ext- 
ending routes of the “vaporetti”, 
the water buses that ply the canals 
of Venice. 

Although no elite tourism enc- 
laves will be allowed on the isl- 
ands, the council is studying pro- 
posals by the Italian Touring Club, 
the Centre for Student Tourism 
and other tourism companies to 
use existing buildings as hotels and 
hostels. 

“We want to create a pool of 
interested tourism operators to 
put the islands to use for as many 
people as possible. This could inc- 
lude low-cost hostels for students 
as well as first class hotels on the 
same island.” Councillor Salzano 
said. 

The location and history of the 
islands, some within view of the 
Ducal Palace of St. Mark’s square, 
are enticing. 

Sacca Sessola, one of the largest 
'usable minor islands for rent con- 
sists of 17.5 hectares of aba- 
ndoned hospital buildings, gar- 
dens and vineyards. 

Another is Poveglia. Used in 
the ninth century to house the ser- 
vants of the doge of Venice and in 
the 1 Rth century ’as a leper colony, 
its seven hectares include several 
buildings and a church. 

One of the smallest lagoon isl- 
ands up for rent is St. Peter's Oct- 
agon, a three hectare undeveloped 
dot of land once used as a defence 
outpost to guard one of the three 
“mouths” that link the lagoon to 
the Adriatic. 

The council would like the sma- 
ller islands to be used by sports, 
boating and ecological groups or 
as part of a necklace of parks for 
Venetians. 

Among projects it will be con- 
sidering for some islands are pro- 
posals for a drug treatment centre, 
a tourism school and a conference 
and study centre for the European 
Green parties. 

The University of Venice, pre- 
ssed for space in the city centre, 
.wants to transfer some of its dep- 
artments to the islands and an 
American University would also, 
like one of them. 

Councillor Salzano said the 
council wants the islands to relieve 
some of the pressures of crowds 
from the historic centre, par- 
ticularly through use as con- 
ference or congress centres. 
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Everton escapes with a 


draw from Old Trafford 


LONDON (R) — While the white flag of surrender 
has not yet been raised over Old Trafford, Man- 
chester United all but conceded defeat in the battle 
for the English soccer title Saturday. 


Cordon Sirachan's fifth penalty 
miss of the season allowed league 
leaders Everton to escape with a, 
priceless 1-1 draw which left Uni- 
ted seven points adrift, with a 
■ game more played, in third place. 

Now only second-placed Tot- 
tenham appear capable of mou- 
nting a serious challenge. They 
won 1 -0 at bottom club Stoke, str- 
iker Garth Crooks scoring against 
his former club, to move on to 54 
points, two behind Everton. 

But European Cup holders Liv- 
erpool, chasing their eighth cha- 
mpionship triumph in 10 years, 
may yet pose a threat to Everton. 
They beat Nottingham Forest 1-0 
at Anfield and although they are 
eight points off the pace, they are 
clearly a major power again. 

Scottish international Strachan. 
top scorer at Old Trafford despite 
missing four of his 15 penalty att- 
empts this season, squandered a 
gilt-edged opportunity to put Uni- 
ted ahead when he suffered his 
fifth failure from the spot in the 
third minute. 

And although Danish star Jes- 
per Olsen finally shot United in 
front with a blistering 18- metre 
volley eight minutes before the 
interval. Everton equalised almost 
immediately through defender 
Derek Mountfield. 

Everton should have inflicted 
even more damage on United's 
aspirations in the second-half 
when they, too. were awarded a 
penalty. But Irishman Kevin She- 
edy caught Strachan's ‘disease' 
and allowed goalkeeper Gary Bai- 
ley to pull off a superb save. 

Liverpool, who were lan- 
guishing in the relegation zone 


back in October, have crept into 
the picture almost unnoticed and 
are now nagging both Everton and 
Tottenham like a toothache. 

John Wark, who has an uncanny" 
knack of scoring important goals, 
was again on target against Forest 
when he gave his World Cup col- 
league Strachan an object lesson 
in the an of penalty taking after 
Chris Fairclough had pulled down 
Ronnie Whelan. 

Everton manager Howard 
Kendall, who is seeking a unique 
treble of League Championship. 
F.A. and European Cup Winners’ 
Cups, admitted he was delighted 
to leave Old Trafford with a draw. 

“At this stage of the season wc 
must consider that a point won 
rather than two points lost.” he 
said. “We are leaving here as lea- 
.gue leaders and I can't complain 
about that” 

Tottenham, who have an easier 
-run-in than Everton in the coming 
‘weeks, struggled for long periods 
at Stoke where the game was pla- 
yed at a frenetic pace. 

Only out-of-favour England 
midfielder Glenn Hoddle was able 
to stamp his class on the pro- 
ceedings and he was desperately 
unlucky not to get his name on the 
'scoreline in Lhe 38th minute with a 
‘Michel Platini* -style curling fre- 
- ekick which smacked off the post. 

The all-important goal arrived 
in the 46th rapine when Stoke 
goalkeeper Barry Siddall rushed 
out of his area to cleaT a through 
bail, completely miskicked. and 
left Crooks with the net at his 



Gordon Strachan 


mercy. 

A missed penalty could also 
prove decisive in the race for the 


Scottish Premier League title. 

Glasgow Celtic's teenage mid- 
fielder Peter Grant was the culprit 
when he. too. failed from the spot 
in the 0-0 draw at Dundee United 
which left Celtic six points behind 
champions Aberdeen, though 
they have two games in hand. 

Aberdeen continued their pro- 
gress with a comfortable 3-0 home 
win over St. Mirren. Billy Stark, 
signed from St Mirren when Str- 
achan moved to Manchester Uni- 
ted last June, opened the scoring 
in the 27th minute and Eric Black 
and Ian Cowans raised the tally to 
three after the interval. 

Glasgow Rangers emerged 
from their recent slump by beating 
Dumbarton 3-1 at home with 
goals from Ally McCoist (two) 
arid Iain Ferguson... the first time 
Rangers had scored more than 
two goals siijce December. ^ 

That victory lifted Rangers 
above Dundee L?nited into third 
place but with little hope of mak- 
ing up the 11 -point gap on Abe- 
rdeen. 


Drugs affair overshadows 
European athletics victories 


ATHENS (R) — The cloud of a 
fresh drugs affair hung over the 
triumphs of Czechoslovak Helena 
Fibingerova and Soviet Galina 
Chistiakova on the opening day of 
the European Indoor Athletics 
Championships Saturday. 

Six members of the Greek team 
were withdrawn before the ope- 
ning session after evidence that 
they had taken performance- 
boosting drugs had come to light, 
the Greek Sports Federation said. 

Four of t he six, who include one 
woman, are Greek record holders 


and all face probable life bans if 
the results of the dope tests carried - 
out at an athletics meeting here 
last month are confirmed by lab- 
oratory tests in Rome. 

The Greek athletes involved are 
Sotirios Tefas (60 metres). Geo- 
rgios Tsiandas (60 metres hur- 
dles). Dimitrios Mihas (triple 
jump), Dimitrios Koutsoukis 
(shot) and Dimiiios Kanis (high 
jump) and Elizabeth Pandazi (60 
metres hurdles) 

All were dope tested at the ina- 
ugural meeting at the magnificent 
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FOR SALE 


* 


I 


I 


I 

V 


Very large double sized bed. Pine wood JD 200 x 
Corner setee L-shaped Scandinavian style JD ft 
500 N 

Coffee table with inbuilt light and HD glass top 
JD 120 

Mahogany office desk with cabinet JD 350 
Photographic equipment POA 
Sewing rrVc POA 


purpose built stadium here on 
16-17 February and sources said 
that the federation acted after 
being advised of the results of the 
tests. 

Greek athletics were rocked Iasi 
year when their only European 
Champion, javelin thrower Anna 
Verouli. was banned for life after a 
positive dope test at the Los Ang- 
eles Olympic Games. 

The news of the Greeks' abs- 
ence broke minutes before the 
first event began and ove- 
rshadowed the record eighth gold' 
medal won by Fibingerova in the 
women’s shot. 

The massive 35-year-old Cze- 
choslovak. who captured her first 
European indoor title in 1973. 
won Saturday’s competition with a 
put of 20.84 metres. 


Olympics to allow soccer, 
tennis, hockey professionals 


CALGARY. Alberta (R) -- Pro- 
fessional ice hockey, tennis and 
soccer players under the age of 23 
will be allowed to play in the 1 98.8 
Olympics.- International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) President Juan 
Antonio ‘Samaranch said. 

'‘The Olympic movement must 
go with the times.’' he told a press 
conference in Calgary Friday. He 
was visiting to review plans for the 
198.8 Winter Games being staged 
here. 

He said the new rules, which 
must be formally approved by the 

IOCs91 members at a June mee- 
ting in East Berlin, will only apply 
to Calgary and the 1988 Summer 
Games in Seoul. South Korea. 

“After 1988. we will see,” Sam- 
aranch told reporters. 

The new rules, based on rec- 
ommendations from the three int- 
ernational sports federations, 
mean ice hockey, soccer and ten- 
nis professionals who have not- 
reached their 23rd birthday by the 


Februaiy 13 starting date of the 
Calgary Olympics will be eligible. 

The games are to be held in the 
middle of the north American pro- 
fessional ice hockey season, and 
National Hockey League Pre- 
sident John Ziegler said: “Td be 
surprised if any player on a regular 
roster would play in the 198.8 
Olympics.” 


Murray Castello, President of 
the Canadian Amateur Hockey 
Federation, welcomed the dec- 
ision but said he wished National 
Hockey League players of any age 
could compete. The game's sup- 
erstar. Wayne Gretzky of the 
Edmonton Oilers team, is 24. 


Olympic organisers gave high 
ratings during their Calgary stay to 
the Saddledome. one of the main 
venues for the Winter Games, but 
warned that Mount Allan, the 
controversial site for the Blue 
Riband downhill races, might not 
be a feasible she. 


McEnroe reaches semi-finals 


HOUSTON (R) — Top-seeded 
John McEnroe defeated fellow 
American Brad Gilbert, the sixth 
seed. 6-3. 6-3 in a 60-minute 
match Friday night to reach the 
semi-finals of the £300.000 Hou- 


ston tennis tournament. 

Second-seeded Kevin Curran of 
South Africa also advanced, kno- 
cking out the number-five seed. 
Tim Mayotte oFthe United States. 
7-5. 7-6 (7-5). 

McEnroe had an easier time in 
his match as he overpowered Gil- 
bert with service winners and pas- 
sing shots. 


“You get nervous playing aga- 
inst him.” Gilbert said. “He psy- 
ches you out because of who he 
is." 

McEnroe, who has been critical 
of his lack of concentration in this 
tournament, felt better Friday 
night. 

"I concentrated better and 
that’s half ..the battle, the mov- 
ement and concentration are the 
two most important things,” he 
said. 

McEnroe will play his doubles 
partner, Peter Fleming of the Uni- 
ted States, in the semi-final match. 


Bramble may lose WBA 
crown over stimulant use 


LAS VEGAS lR) — World Box- 
ing Association (WBA) lig- 
htweight champion Livingstone 
Bramble used a banned drug in his 
title defence against Ray ‘Boom 
Boom' Mancini and should be str- 
ipped of his crown, a WBA official 
said Saturday. 

“This is very, very serious,” 
Murray Sleep, the WBA’s North 
American representative, told 
Reuters. 

“ I was originally told the drug 
was a decongestant, but Canadian 
physicians tell me it is also a mus- 
cle strengthener and brain sti- 
mulant. From this information my 
personal opinion is that it’s much 
stronger than jasr a dec- 
ongestant.” 

Traces of the drug Ephedrine/ 
Pseudo Ephedrine were dis- 
covered Friday by the Nevada 
State Athletic Commission when 
urine sample tests taken after the 
February 16 bout in Reno, Nev- 
ada. were returned from the lab- 


Nova Scotia. 

At a rules meeting in Reno on 
February 15. Sleep said: “It's my 
recommendation that if the cha- 
mpion's specimen is positive and 
he won fight that the title be dec- 
lared vacant.” 


oratory. 

A ruling on whether the WBA 
lightweight championship should 
be declared vacant could come as 
early as next week from Panama 
or Venezuela. Sleep said by tel- 
ephone from his home in Halifax. 


Sleep said Friday he was still of 
that opinion and that two other 
high-ranking WBA officials pre- 
sent at that meeting — Dr. Elias 
Cordova, chairman of the WBA 
championship committee, and 
Alberto Aleman, WBA int- 
ernational coordinator — agreed. 

"This is a violation of rule 1 6,” 
Sleep said. "I expect the five- 
member executive committee to 
be polled and my original rec- 
ommendation of declaring the 
title vacant to be upheld.” 

Sleep said he has forwarded rite 
test information sent to him by 
Nevada State Deputy Attorney 
General (prosecutor) Susan Joh- 
nson to Cordova in Panama and 
would talk with him about the fin- 
dings by telephone on Sunday. 


Please call tel: 32706 during day. ^ 


* 




FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished apartment. 3 bedrooms, dining room, sitting 
room, and a salon, with large kitchen and verandas. The apa- 
rtment is surrounded by a garden with a special garage, tel- 
ephone, separate central heating and separate metres for water 
and electricity. All other accessories are available including col- 
oured TV and automatic washing machine. Location: Jabal 
Amman. 5th Circle, Um Uthaina. 


Please call telephone 815987 


The laboratory report pre- 
sented to the Nevada Commission 
Friday described the drug as "an 
over-the-counter, non- 
prescription drug which is a mild 
stimulant to the nervous system 
found in cold medications and all- 
ergy medicine.” 
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England knocks none of th^ 
individuality out of Six 

... _ bath. 


-i 


( 


By Robert Woodward 

Reiner 


LONDON Didier Six followed 
his smart track- suited teammates 
out of the Aston Villa coach dre- 
ssed in an ageing sweater and 
faded jeans. 

After five months as the first 
. Frenchman in English soccer, the 
international winger has lost none 
of the individuality which has thr- 
illed fans for 10 years — but dri- 
ven a long line of officials to dis- 
traction. 

Six can lay claim to the title of 
Europe's most travelled soccer 
player — before Villa he played 
for five French clubs. Cercle Bru- 
ges of Belgium and Stuttgart of 
West Germany. 

But his success at international 
level — two World Cups and a 
European Championship winners' 
medal — has never been mirrored 
at his many clubs, and Six's rep- 
utation as France's ‘enfant ter- 


Karpov denies 
he was exhausted 


MOSCOW (R) — World chess 
champion Anatoly Karpov Sat- 
urday denied he was too tired to 
continue a title match against fel- 
low Soviet player Garry Kasparov 
but said he had never favoured 
rules which let the game drag on 
for six months. 


“ 1 do not deny that I was tired... 
but all gossip add rumours that 1 
was in a state of exhaustion and 
not able to carry on playing are not 
true," Karpov told the Soviet 
news agency TASS. 


“In my letter of February 19 I 
clearly said I was ready and willing 
to continue the match.” he added, 
referring to a letter to World 
Chess Federation (FIDE) Pre- 
sident Florencio C am po manes. 


Carapomanes announced on 
February 15 that he was halting 
the marathon duel after 48 games 
because both players were exh- 
austed. He told a Moscow news 
conference they should start again 
from 0-0 in September. 


The decision caused an uproar. 
Karpov, whose endurance seemed 
to be flagging, was leading 5-3 and 
needed only one more game to 
retain his title. But Kasparov had 
just won his first three games and 
claimed a pause benefited the 
champion. 


Saturday Karpov said he had 
never favoured the ‘limitless 
match* system whereby the first 
player to reach six games won. 
with draws not counting. 


He said the rule, adopted in 
1974 at the insistence of Bobby 
Fischer, then the World Cha- 
mpion. was never approved by 
Soviet chess officials but was str- 
ongly backed by FIDE rep- 
resentatives and by Campomanes 
himself. 


Talking about the progress of 
his match against Kasparov. Kar- 
pov said he felt he had missed sev- 
eral chances of hanging on to the 
title after he reached his 5-0 lead. 


rible’ has followed him wherever 
he played. 

His career at Villa appears to 
have taken a familiar course — a 
tremendous start followed by a 
noticeable decline — but Six ins- 
ists that he is happy with the club 
and has needed time to change his 

^rve looked around and rea- 
lised I must changfe my game. It s 
more physical than in France and 
the ball [ravels much quicker from 
one penalty area to the other.” Six 
told Rfeuters. 

Six agrees he is lucky to he pla- 
ying in England at all. His pre- 
vious club, second division Mul- 
house. could no longer afford his 
skills and only Villa were prepared 
to take him on. 

The Frenchman became an 
English favourite overnight. Tn his 
first televised game against Man- 
chester United he outclassed Eng- 
land fullback Mike Duxbury and 
created Villa’s first goal in a 3-0 
win with a perfect cross to Eng- 
land's Peter Withe. 

But the honeymoon only lasted 
a month. After a series of poor 
performances Six was criticised by 
Villa manager Graham Turner for 
his apparently desultory approach 
[o the game. 

“On the evidence of todays 
game it is proving very difficult to 
integrate Didiet into the team ” 
Turner said. 

The headline writers had a field 
day ■— “Didi ar Six's and seven’s" 
— and the long-haired winger 
experienced further problems 
when he injured his big toe in 
December which required an ope- 
ration. 

’ Since then Six has been unable, 
to find a place in an improving 
Villa side, but he firmly believes 
that he is now in a fit state to renew 
1 his acquaintance with English soc- 
cer. 

“I've come back well after mis- 
sing a lot of matches, it’s taken me 
two months to get over ray injury- 
and the antibiotics, and I’ve also 
finally found how I should be pla- 
ying in England,” Six said before 
last Saturday's game with West 
Ham. 

The rituals before an English 
game also took a little getting use«t 
to. 

Six said he was astonished how 
the team assembled only an hour 
beforehand — whereas in France 
the team is ‘locked away' the day 
prior to a big game — and totally... 
bemused when some of the pla r - 
yers then proceeded to take a 


bath. . . 

Despite these surpnses‘Stx said 
he is enjoying the English way of 
life, adding he has been able to 
adapt to the Aston Villa set-up, 
and his teammates, quicker than' 
at any of his previous clubs. $ 
He spent the first month living 
in a hotel but he has now moved 
into a house in Villa's home chy of 
Birmingham with his wife and two 
children. 

As to the future. Six refuses lo 
be drawn on whether his contract 
with Villa will be extended but 
says it up to him to make the dec- 
ision at the end of March. 

His attitude may cause pro- 
blems because Turner insisted the 
decision is the manager’s, alt- 
hough he added that Six is still 
very much part of the first team 

set-up. fit 

Six, capped 52 times, is more 
voluble about his international 
'future which appeared to have 
ended when Henri Michel took, 
over as French manager in the 


i# 


summer. 

“I have to make a positive imp- 
ression ... Fm not finished with the 
French team and I would like to be 
in Mexico for my third World Cup 
next year.” said 30-year-old Six, 
omitted from France’s three qua- 
lifying games this season. 

Born in Lille, Six was first cap- 
ped by France in 1976 when pla- 
ying for Valenciennes. 

He scored 1 3 goals for France, 
the last in May 1983, but for a 
while he was remembered for th^i 
“goal" he missed against West 
Germany in the 1982* World Cup 
semifinal in Spain. 

Locked at 3-3 after extra time. 
Six’s penalty was saved by goa- 
lkeeper Harald Schuhmacher, all- 
owing West Germany through to 
the final where 'they lost 3-1 to 
Italy. 

B ut the nation forgave this error 
— “ I have lost it for France" was 
all he could mutter after the game 
— ' when Six, one of very few 
French players to be capped while 
playitig for a second division side, 
helped his country win the Eur- 
opean title, their first major tro-^ 


phy. 

Despite his omission from the 
French team and his problems at 
Villa, the Chevalier of the national 
order of merit, an honour granted 
him last week, believes be still has 
a future. 

“1 would like to end my career 
.in France but that won’t be for a 
. while yet. It* s up tewne to prove 
•myself." 


Palestine Cup soccer tournament 
to be held in Algiers 


.TUNIS (Petra) — The Palestine Cup football tournament for youth 
wOl be held in Algiers between Sept. 8-23, according to an Arab 
League memorandum to the league’s members. £ 

Young players eligible for participation should be between 16 and 
19 years of age. 

The Arab youth ministers council has decided at their last meeting 
m Algiers to provide a sum of £100,000 to each country that hosts the 
competition and requested that this contribution should be raised to 
5150,000. 

The council also fixed individual participants subscription to $25 
but exempted representatives of Palestine, Lebanon, Somalia, Dji- 
bouti, Mauritania and both Yemens. 
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FOR SALE OR RENT 


One floor furnished with telex and telephone. Bet 
ween 1st and 2nd Circles. 


Ik 


For information call Tel. 35112 
After working hours Tel. 811885 



P FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT O 

1 Consisting of one bedroom, salon, dining room, ' 
corridor, kitchen, bathroom. Groundfloor, garden, 
central heating, deluxe-furnished. 

Annual rent JD 1675 


Location: Jabal Amman, south of the Japanese 
embassy, 4th Circle. 

O T el- 55403 and 671882 r 

i • ; 





SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


☆ Living- rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆Club S for children 



☆Modem Danish design Tne y0utnfu| 

☆ Feat her upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663899 Civil defence street 


style with an 
eye to the fotu»* 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aircondifioned 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girb School 


Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 pun. 
6:30 p.m. - MkWgkt 
Tel. 389*8 


i 


3rd Circle. Jabal Amman "l 
Opposite Afcilab Hospital. 


I 


PEKING DUCK A ' 
FLAMING POT FONDUE . 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


I 


VISIT SOON! 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


■ Tel. 41093 I 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbecue 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

[12:00 noon - 3:30 pjs. 
8:30 D.m. - Mkfnlaht 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 


move HOMMi 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best. Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba . 
Take'- away service ava- 
I Uable 

“Open daily'll JO 0:30 - and 6:30 
1 11:00 


AQABA, Tel. 4415 



CROWN 

international 

establishment 


packing; shipping, 
forwarding, 
International moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 




aft ov*r tft* works 




I Tel: 664090 Tlx: 22205 BIT" <X>P ■- 
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EC, GCC U.S., Israel to initial 
fail to end trade pact this week 

Y*A11T WASHINGTON (AP) — President Ronald Reagan's 
ll. . 1. d W intention plans to initial this week a free trade pact with Israel 


Wall Street booms on buying spree 


BAHRAIN (R) — European 
Community (EC) and Gulf off- 
icials ended two days of talks here 
Saturday with no sign of progress 
in a row over tariffs on. Gulf pet- 
rochemical exports to the Com- 
munity. 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) Secretary General Abd- 
•ullah Bishara told Reuters the 
European side had said it would 
be difficult to comply' with the 
GCC s demand for lower tariffs on 
its membeps’ petrochemical exp- 
orts. 

“They are very clear. They say 
rf s very difficult,” he said. “But it 
is a very long process. I am not 
discouraged.'’ 

A joint statement, .describing 
the exploratory talks as “friendly 
and constructive*', said the mee- 
ting was designed to explore the i 
possibility of formal negotiations 1 
on a wide range of economic sub- , 
jects, including access to markets. 

Mr. Jos Loeff, head of the EC 
delegation, said no date had been 
set for negotiations and it was not 
even certain that the exploratory 
phase had finished. Both sides 
would now report to their member 
governments, he added. 

The EC applied a 1 3.5 per cent 
tariff last year on imports of met-, 
hand from Saudi Arabia and the 
GCC is concerned about access to 
the European market for pet- 
rochemical exports from new - 
plants coming on stream. 


WASHINGTON (AP) •— President Ronald Reagan's adm- 
inistration plans to initial this week a free trade pact with Israel — the - 
first such accord by the United States with any country, according to 
an aide to U.S. trade representative Mr. William E. Brock. 

It provides for the abolition over 10 years of all tariffs, subsidies 
and other barriers to trade! In 1984 the two countries traded S3.944 
million worth of goods.. 

Mr. WiliiazD E. Brock, the U.S. trade representative, sa idlest week 
that he hopes that there will be more American free trade agr- 
eements. He added that the idea is to show countries that are. rel- 
uctant to open up their markets how much benefit there can be to 
both sides from freer trade. 

“ We’ re expecting to have a text on Tuesday." Mr. Desiree Tucker. 
Mr. Brock’s assistant director of public affairs, said Friday. 

A congressional hearing win be held on Wednesday. The day of the 
initialling ceremony has not yet been set, she added. 

Although the pact will be reviewed by Congress and the Israeli 
Knesset, no major .changes are expected. 

A free trade agreement is also a threat to all the countries outside 
it. Business in the participating countries gel special advantages: An 
Israeli buyer of computers, for example, eventually could buy one 
from the United States withour paying any tariff on it, but might still 
have to pay one if he bought it from Japan. 

Ms. kathleen Keim, in charge of Israeli affairs at the Commerce . 
Department, said she had received complaints from American man- 
ufacturers that they are at a disadvantage in selling to Israel now 
because of other countries' free trade agreements. 

“Zippers and copper wire are two," she said. “They come into 
Israel from the European Community under reduced tariffs. Some of 
those tariffs will disappear altogether by 1990”. 

The 10 countries in the European Community, have jointly cre- 
ated a broad network offree trade agreements under which tariffs are 
■ gradually reduced. Some will be gone in five years. 

Israel in addition to eliminating its tariffs on American goods, 
would undertake to end the subsidies it pays on many of the goods it 
ships to this country. 

American business people see these subsidies as unfair com- 
petition that makes their own products comparatively more exp- 
ensive. 

Details of the U.S.-lsraeli agreement were still secret, bui Ms. 
Keim said duties would continue to be collected for some time on 
Israeli goods that compete with U.S. products considered “sen- 
sitive." 


NEW YORK (R) — Investors celebrated new gov- 
ernment statistics showing a healthy U.S. economy 
by going on a Wall Street buying spree that pushed 
stock prices to a record high. 


YOUR DAILY 


from the Carroll RIghter Institute 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime is quite 
good for attending to whatever home and family mat- 
ters require your attention and to get your ideas on a 
more sound basic structure. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Try to be with your family 
and do what most pleases them, thereby avoiding 
disagreement in the evening at your home. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Morning is best for ac- 
tivities yon most enjoy, but be very conservative in the 
evening, though yon may feel restricted. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A good day to make 
your savings grow by right investments, but try to be 
more economical in the evening and purchase wisely. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Doing 
whatever you like during the daytime is fine, but avoid 
-arguments in the evening: -■ Tl - 

LEO (JuL 22 to AUg, 21) Get into philsophical studies 
early; this can help you to avoid possible trouble. .Your 
mate is apt to be more affectionate during the day. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) The daytime is good for 
contacting and seeing friends you have had little time 
for lately. Flan for the days ahead. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Early contact higher-ups 
you know who can be of assistance to you, and get good 
results, but take it easy tonight. - 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Show more character 
and energy in whatever activities you get into today. 
Take i t eas y tonight and fed content. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Your intuition 
is working accurately in the morning, so be sure to follow 
its promptings, but tonight your hunches are not good. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to. Jan. 20) Try to please any 
associates you may see today and come to a better 
understanding with them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Set up a schedule 
for the new week that can be easily followed- The even- 
ing is best for takirig health treatments you may need. 

■PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Arrange early lor the ■ 
entertaining you want later and .also for into the new 
week. Avoid romantic entanglements tonight. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be very alert to whatever is going on around him, or her 
and will be most sensitive and also understand matters 
of business wefl. One who will want to be of service to 
the public in general and also have a most artistic and 
cultural nature. 


THE Daily Crossword byBemtce Gordon 


1 Prepared food 
hi a way 
5 Fairy tato 
prince 

10 Coted'— 

14 Clerical 
vestment 

15 Adjutant 

IB David Copper- 
field’s love 
17 Money man 

19 Sluggish 

20 FormerEur. 
queen 

21 FedBty 

22 Children's 

- . transportation 

24 Library sign 

26 Clan 

27 Degree 
26 Author of 

“EmHa" 

31 Come! of the 


35 Small dog 
38 Yate students 

37 Fr.aunt 

38 Blackbird ' 

39 Preineler 
short .. 

40 Palmer of goH 

41 Blue Ridge 
caverns 

42 Approve 

44 —relief 

45 Crimean 

46 Vacation spot 
- in Mae*. 

SO Magical priest 

52 NY street 

53 — Tzn 

54 Gelatin flavor 
56 Fighting men 
58 Declare 

58 SUror stone 

60 G.andS-’a 
“Queen’# — " 

61 Actress Miles 

62 Leave 

63 Legal papers 

- DOWN 

1 Judicial garb 

2 KhfwneinL B.O. 


Bl 

III 

ill 

iai 


mi 


ill 


H 

m 


m 

m 


HI 


HI 


HI 

HI 


!■ HHMI 

H HHI 


CH 0 BS Tnbune Menu semen, me. 
mi ftvms nMervoa 


3 Panama or Erie 

4 BPOE member 

5 International 
relationship 

6 Exam answer 
T Jric 

8 Pindar creation 

9 Hamlet's 
mother 

10 Emcee’s quips 

11 Animal man 

12 Stimulate 

13 Beams 

18 “To — His Own 
23 Soar 

25 Concludes 

26 A3: Fr. 

28 Arrested 

29 Nimbus 

30 — duefcBng 

31 Traps 

32 Hipbones 

33 Circus man? 

34 landed estate 
37 it's eternal 

36 Erato for one 
40 — boy! 


Yesterday's Puzzle Satad* 


uhuqh aauaa acia 

□UkdUU CIEJtmJEl Lflfld 

□□□□□□fjuuaa uaa 
□sciu aajaci 

□SE3UL4IJ HCIUUIIHEJ 
uuohhli aauviaa 
unssa □Qliillll UEJQ 

acuity aHauu auuu 
aua □□ana 

acioiaaa auimaeiu 
uauuaaa aanaaa 
hquud uaau 
uuiij aaaaLfKJLiaauni 
□□□ ljulihh aaaau 
uaa Huauu aauaa 


41 Northern region 

43 Instrument 
lor Karsh 

44 Romanticists 

46 USMA student 

47 Fragrant spice 

48 Rowed 


48 Gives medicine 
50 European 
61 Very busy piece 
S3. DHartgutiy 
56' Smoked fish 
57 Inventor's 
m onogram 


Indian court 
investigates 
big scandal 

NEW DELHI (R) — Mr. Raj- 
endra Sethia. an Indian-born bus- 
inessman declared bankrupt in 
Britain's largest bankruptcy case, 
appeared in an Indian court Sat- 
urday and was remanded in cus- 
tody for five days, the Press Trust 
of India (PT1) reported. 

The news agency said Delhi 
Metropolitan Magistrate K.C. 
Lohia ordered Mr. Sethia to be 
remanded in police custody until 
Thursday. 

Mr. Sethia was arrested Friday 
night outside a five-star hotel in 
the Indian capital by officers of 
India's Genual Bureau, of jnv- 
estigaiion (CBI), PTI said. 1 

It said the bankruptcy of his 
ESAL Commodities firm led to 
the sacking of executives of three 
state-owned banks last month. 

The heads of Punjab National 
Bank, Central Bank of India and 
Bank of Baroda were dismissed 1 2 
days ago. The finance ministry 
gave no reason for the dismissals 
but said loans made to Mr. Sethia 
by state banks were under inv- 
estigation. N 

The Economic Times new- 
spapers said state banks lent more 
than S200 million to Mr. Sethia 
and described the affair as “the 
biggest scandal in Indian banking 
.history.” 

PTI said the CBI petitioned the 
magistrate to order Mr. Sethia to 
be held in custody for 1 0 days. 


“Wall Street was happy to see bilisation of the dollar on world 
confirmation of the belief thai the currency exchanges was a factor 
economy will keep perking along in the Wall Street rally as it fin- 
into the second quarter,” said Mr. ally succumbed to the repeated 
Hugh Johnson, economist for attacks of the West German cen- 
First Albany, a brokerage firm. iraJ bank Friday, finishing lower 
The Dow Jones industrial ave- after the U.S. Federal Resene 
rage rose 15.35 points Friday to joined forces with the Germans, 
close at 1299.36. Overall, gaining The dollar had withstood and 
issues Jed losers 11 1 9 to 479. The even gained in value in the face of 
close brokq^ the Dow’s previous the Bundesbank activity through 
record of 1297.92 set on Feb. 13. much of the day. In Europe the 
The Dow is ihe most closely dollar proved resilient enough to 
watched index on the New York force the German bank to return 
stock exchange. It is an average of several times to the markets in 
the performance of the stock pri- order to stop the dollar from rising 
ces of 30 leading industrials. above the 3.36-mark level. 

The rally was set off by gov- But by mid-afternoon in New 
eminent reports of a strong U.S. York, the dollar began giving up 
economy. * ground. and it closed at 3.3450. 

The Commerce Department compared to its 3.3630 New York 
said the leading index of economic close Thursday, 
indicators rose a larger- Dealers differed on the extern 
than-expected 1.7 percent in Jan- to which the Federal Reserve 
uary, the sharpest jump since June (Fed), the U.S. central bank, had 
1983. intervened in the currency mar- 

The leading index is a com- kets. Some reported that the Fed 
posite of several economic sta- was asking for quotes but was not 
tistics and is closely watched for actually transacting any business, 
signs of whether the economy while others said the Fed was in 
might be slowing or heating up. the market in a minimal way. 

The indicators, combined with Sterling finished at SI. 0770. 
the Federal Reserve Bank's report compared with SI. 0710 at Thu- 
on Thursday that the U.S. money rsday night’s close. The dollar 
supply expanded by SI .7 billion in ended at 259.95 yen. 
the latest reporting week, gave Frankfurt bankers said the 
investors the incentive io buy hea- Bundesbank appeared to be fig- 
vily. hiing a losing battle to hold the 

“Investors are a funny Jot: They dollar down, wiih little apparent 
celebrate when normal people support from other European cen- 
would feel depressed, and vice tral banks Friday, 
versa,'* said a New York analyst. A heavy concerted attack by ihe 
“Many people worry that with the major central banks on Wed- 
continued expansion, monetary nesday. with sales of some SI. 5 
policy will be tightened in the Uni- billion, pulled the currency down 
ted States and interest rates will briefly to 3.27 marks but it has 
rise. But investors took this as since been edging upwards, aided 
good news." by the appeal of high U.S. interest 

rates and continued signs of strong 
Dollar closes lower American economic growth. 

In New York Speculators were scattered in 

late Asian and early European 
Analysts also said that the sta- trading Friday as the German cen- 



The trading Boor at the New York Stock Exchange 


tral bank sold about S300 million. 

The dollar was driven down 
over six pfennigs to a low of 3.32 
marks from a day's high in Asia 
of 3.3850 marks. 

The Bundesbank was forced to 
sell an estimated extra S200 mil- 
lion in the afternoon to keep the 
U.S. currency below the 3.36- 
mark level. This took loial West 
German central bank intervention 
Friday to around $500 million. 

The dollar closed in Frankfurt 
at 3.3550 marks, two pfennigs 
higher than Thursday. 

A spokesman for the Austrian 
National Bank in Vienna later 
confirmed it too sold dollars Fri- 
day hut denied it had been party to 
concerted intervention. Dealers 
said they suspected small int- 
ervention by the Dutch and 


French central banks as well. 

But dollar buyers, both cor- 
porate treasures and currency 
speculators, quickly slipped back 
to pick up dollars at the lower lev- 
els. At the daily currency fixing in 
Frankfurt the dollar was set at 
3.3635 marks. 

"Currency trading has turned 
into real psychological warfare." a 
■dealer with German merchant 
bank said. 

Traders said there were initial 
fears of a repetition of Wed- 
nesday's concerted central bank 
action, which temporarily forced 
the dollar down IS pfennigs in the 
sharpest one-day plunge against 
the mark on record. 

The West German central bank 
alone sold about SI billion that 
day. Latest dealer estimates poim 


to Bundesbank sales of app- 
roximately S20U million Thu- 
rsday. 

At Friday's fixing banks sought 
to buy a massive S300 million but 
the Bundesbank refused io sell at 
that stage, preferring to keep the 
market guessing about its next 
move. 

"It looks like a real game of cat 
and mouse.” another dealer said. 

Lack of concerted central bank 
intervention encouraged dollar 
buyers elsewhere in Europe. 

in Paris the dollar was fixed at 
10.2650 French francs, up from 
10.18 francs at the opening. 

Softer crude oil prices added to 
the dollar's impact on the ravaged 
British pound. Sterling dipped 
more than one U.S. cent to just 
over SI -07 in afternoon business. 


Reagan leaves car quotas up to Japan 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Reagan Friday cleared 
the way for increased U.S. imports 
of Japanese cars. 

American automakers and org- 
anised labour said the decision 
would mean the loss of thousands 
of American jobs. 

“Ii is my decision not to urge the 
Japanese to extend their voluntary 
export restraints on automobiles 
to the United Stales" Mr. Reagan 
said in a statement. 

The restraints, due to expire at 
the end of the month, have been in 
place for four years and are cre- 
dited wiih protecting thousands of 
jobs in the U.S. car industry and its 
supplier industries. 

Ford Motor Company. Chrysler 
Corporation and the United Auto 
Workers (UAW) union quickly 
criticised Mr. Reagan's decision. 


Japan at Ihe expense of jobs for 
American workers." 

Chrysler Chairman Lee facocca 
said: “This is a sad day for Ame- 
rica — for American workers and 
American jobs" 

The restraints helpecLihe U.S. 
car industry recover from rec- 
ession bui also contributed to hig- 
her prices for both American and 
Japanese cars. 

Mr. Reagan said his decision 
was based on“ the principle of free 
and fair trade" and was made in 
the hope that Japan would rec- 
iprocate by opening more Jap- • 
anese markets to U.S. goods. 

He said in his statement: "In 
taking this action. I hope that we 
can look forward to reciprocal tre- 
atment by Japan concerning the 
high-level discussions under way 
between our' countries in the 


UAW President Owen Bieber. weeks and months ahead.” 


said it would likely result in the 
•loss of about 200.000 American 
jobs. 

Ford Chairman Donald Pet- 
ersen said: “It will dreate jobs in 


He was referring to trade talks 
in four areas — telecomm- 
unications. electronics, forest 
products and pharmaceutical equ- 
ipment — agreed in a Jan. 2 Los 


Angeles meeting with Japanese 
Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nak- 
asone. 

White House spokesman Mr. 
Marlin Fitzwaier said Mr. Rea- 
gan's decision did not involve 
“hidden deals” with Japan on 
trade. 

Mr. Reagan said he would con- 
tinue to actively support - further 
liberalisation of the global trading 
system." 

The voluntary restraints limited 
the sale in the United States of 
Japanese cars io 1.85 million a 
year, or about 18 per cent of the 
American market. 

Mr. Fitzwaier said the decision 
was in keeping with the agreement 
and spirit of the last two economic 
summits in which the leaders of 
the industrial democracies ple- 
dged to reduce and remove trade 
barriers. 

The administration is “very 
hopeful” ihai the trade talks with 
Tokyo will lead to agreements 
opening Japanese markeisio U.S. 
products. Mr. Fitzwaier said. 


Discussions on tel- 
ecommunications are expected to 
resume within a couple of weeks. 
Talks on medical equipment will 
open on March 1 1 , he said. 

Mr. Fitzwaier said the Ame- 
rican auto industry was entering a 
period of relatively good eco- 
nomic health and that Mr. Reagan 
believed it now was strong and 
able to compete. 

U.S. manufacturers sold 11.5 
million vehicles in 1984. a 22.3 
per cent increase over the pre- 
\ iousyear. and their financial pos- 
ition was the best since iy78. he 
said. 

" It is a healthy, vibrant industry 
able to compete in world markets 
... they have recovered from the 
recession and are in good shape.” 
he said. 

Mr. Fitzwaier said Mr. Rea- 
gan's decision would create "an 
atmosphere and environment ol 
free and fair trade” that should be 
helpful to U.S.-Japanese trade 
talks. 

Meanwhile, the administration 


of President Ronald Reagan iss- 
ued final regulations Friday put- 
ting further restraints on imports 
of cloth and clothing into ihe Uni- 
ted States, regulations that have 
already brought strong protests 
from China and other shippers. 

The rules place tighter res- 
traints on what constitutes the 
■ country of origin” for textile 
products. 

The customs service said in a 
statement Friday that the final 
regulations differ only slightly 
from the interim regulations 
which went into effect on Sept. 7. 

The American Textile Man- 
ufacturers Institute, which had 
lobbied for the new restraints, said 
it was pleased with the final rules 
because they dealt with most of 
the industry's concerns. 

"We believe that these rules 
will reduce quota circumvention 
because exporting countries will 
be required to perlorm a sig- 
nificant amount of work on a pro- 
duct before it will gain origin in 
that country." — the institute said 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



WHAT'S 

THIS? 


A BAG OF 
READY-MIX 
MORTAR, . 


YOU SHOULD CEMENT 
THESE ROCKS T06E7WER.. 
ITU MAKE A BETTER 
WALL ..ALL WE HAVE TO 
do is Add water _ 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



.~i SAJtVPM_ we > 

FORGOT SOMETHING?" 
MAN IF HE D»6*I*T > 
SIT DOWN ANO \ 
SCRATCH HIS HEAD J . 
TO THINK WHAT r-'V 

it was ?, — y • 




‘No, I'm not romantically involved with 
anyone. !'m married!" 



SEMBTO 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorm 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


COUPH 


FRYOT 





AW, C ‘MON, JjQCKIE -ONE ) 

EACH ON THE SLATE ANO / 

-7 WE'LL LEAVE NOU 

. IN PEACE N 

f WELL, ALL RIGHT. 
l BUT BETTER 

>- MAKE THE /WOST^C 

of it-fm thinking j 

> OF GETTING OLflV 
f OF THE BUSINESS V 

^ altogether 




JACK/ YOU CAN'T 
MEAN IT/ THE PUB 
VSOULD NEVER BE 
- THE SAME -T 
W1THOUTYDU/ ) 



THAT WAS A NICE] 
THING TO SAY TO < 
J^CK.TOU SOUNDED 
REALLY SINCERE ^ 


I WAS.'iOU DON'T 
SEEMTO REALISE 
- HOW LONG IT ^ 
TAKES TO BREAK 
> 7 - IN A NEW x 
-J LANDLORD 



HEELAX 


7T 

5^ 

r 

j 

u 



* - 
VT Y/J 


LERCEY 


Print answer here: A 


WHAT THAT 
SKILLFUL- 
WITCH WAS. 

k j 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FISHY GOUGE SUGARY BELFRY 
Answer Figures don’t lie— bui liars do rnis— 
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Partial Star Wars success 
good enough, Reagan says 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — President Reagan 
said Saturday even a partially efTecti ve “Star Wars ’ 1 
anti-missile defence would be enough to keep the 
peace and enhance prospects for U.S. and Soviet 
nuclear arms reductions. 


The controversial Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDi) research 
programme, commonly known as 
"Star Wars", provided "the most 
hopeful possibility of our time.” 
he said. 

Mr. Reagan, addressing critics 
who have charged that the fut- 
uristic system would not work, 
said even if SDI were "say. SO per 
cent effective, then it would make 
any Soviet attack folly.” 

"Even partial success in SDI 
would strengthen deterrence and 
keep the peace.... If our SDI res- 
earch is successful the prospects 
for real reduction in U.S. and Sov- 
iet offensive nuclear forces will be 
greatly enhanced.” he told the 
Conservative Political AcLion 
Cohfecence (CPAC). 

The United Slates and the Sov- 
iet Union resume arms control 
talks in Geneva on March ] 2 with 
the Star Wars plan looming as a. 
possible roadblock. Moscow is bit- 
terly opposed to the programme 
and Mr. Reagan has said it will not 
become a bargaining chip. 

"SDI has been criticised on the 
grounds that it might upset any 
' chance of arms control agreement 
. ... but SDI is arms control.” Mr. 
Reagan said. 


Mr. Reagan also reaffirmed 

U.S. support for anti-go vemmeni 
guerrillas in Nicaragua, calling 
them “ the moral equivalent of our 
founding fathers” and appealed 
for help in persuading Congress to 
approve S i 4 million in funding for 
them. 

‘*1 am against sending troops to 
Central America. They are simply 
not needed. Given a chance and 
the resources the people of the 
area can light their own fight.” he 
said. 

Mr. Reagan and other U.S. off- 
icials have said the U.S. funds are 
critical to the so-called "Contras" 
if the leftist Sandinist government 
in Managua is to be prevented 
from consolidating its power. 

"We cannot turn away from 
them. For the struggle here is not 
right versus left but right versus 
wrong.” he said. 

Meanwhile NATO’s top mil- 
itary officer told Congress Friday 
that the administration of Mr. 
Reagan needs to do a better job of 
explaining its Star Wars proposal 
.to America's European allies. 

The appeal by Gen. Bernard 
Rogers came as Zbigniew Brz- 
ezinski. who was national security 


adviser to former President Jimmy 
Carter, said the opposition Dem- 
ocratic Pany is making a mistake if 
it blindly opposes Mr. Reagan's 
plan. 

Mr. Reagan has called for int- 
ense research into a space-based 
defence against any Soviet nuclear 

attack, arguing that such an umb- 
rella could end superpower rel- 
iance on the current nuclear doc- 
trine of assured destruction. 

The Pentagon budget calls for 
spending $3.7 billion next year on 
research into ihe project. 

“There is still considerable con- 
fusion in Europe over what SDI 
is.” Gen. Rogers told the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. He 
added that the problem is that 
"there arc many voices jrying to 
describe it... There is no single 
voice.” 

But he predicted that initial all- 
ied scepticism eventually will turn 
to support as long as other NATO 
nations are consulted and the eve- 
ntual deployment of any system 
follows terms of the 1972 anti- 
ballistic missile treaty. 

The chief fear in Europe. Gen. 
Rogers said, is that both the Uni- 
ted States and the Soviets will 
develop a missile defence, leaving 
Western Europe vulnerable. 

Still, he added. U.S. allies "are 
starting to say ... let’s let the res- 
earch go on.” 

Later. Mr. Brzezinski told the 
Armed Services Nuclear Forces 


Subcommittee that while he ini- 
tially was sceptical about Mr. 
Reagan's proposal, he now bel- 
ieves a limited type of defence is 
technically feasible. 

Such a sysiem could offer U.S. 
nuclear missile sites enough pro- 
tection to deter a Soviet attack by 
sowing uncertainty in the minds of 
So\ iet war planners that a nuclear 
fust strike couJd succeed in wiping 
out U.S. weapons, he said. 

Many leading Democrats have 
opposed Star Wars. Mr. Brz- 
ezinski noted, but the party 
"would be making a mistake” if it 
limns its nuclear debate to trying 
to choose between a nuclear fre- 
eze and the concept of minimum 
deterrence, which calls for bui- 
lding the fewest possible atomic 
weapons to deter attack. 

“We genuinely need a bip- 
artisan approach" to the defence 
questions raised by scientific adv- 
ances which make a Star Wars sys- 
tem technically feasible, he said. 

Mr. Brzezinski said that while 
he was in Mr. Carter's adm- 
inistration. he didn't support 
much spending on ABM research 
because “it still seemed there was 
a route open toward arms con- 
trol.” 

But with both sides rushing 
ahead with new systems and no 
agreements in sight, the next best 
alternative is development of a 
missile defence. Mr. Brzezinski 
told the panel. 


Shultz, Ortega hold talks 


MONTEVIDEO (R) — U.S. Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz met 
Nicaraguan President Daniel On- 
ega Saturday and said afterwards 
he hoped the "Contadora” Cen- 
tral America peace initiative 
would continue. 

Mr. Shultz told reporters he had 
repeated the U.S. position on Nic- 
aragua to Mr. Ortega, telling him 
Washington wanted a reduction in 
the military strength built up by 
Lhe Sandinist government and a 
return to what he called full dem- 
ocracy. 

The meeting between Mr. 
Shultz and Mr. Ortega, both in 
Montevideo for the inauguration 
Friday of Julio Sanguinetti as 
Uruguay’s new civilian president, 
was the First high-level contact 
between the two sides since Was- 
hington broke off talks in January. 

Mr. Shultz said the release of 
Nicaraguan student Jorge Urbina 
Lara, at the centre of a diplomatic 


row between Managua and Costa 
Rica, was long overdue. He hoped 
it would lead to a resumption oT 
the Contadora initiative. 

Nicaragua said Friday it would 
release Urbina Lara, whose det- 
ention after he sought refuge in 
Costa Rica's Managua embassy 
prompted a Costa Rican boycott 
of Contadora meetings. 

U.S. -Nicaraguan relations det- 
eriorated further last week when 
President Reagan said he fav- 
oured the removal of what he cal- 
led the cruel and brutal Sandinist 
administration. 

Nicaraguan Information Min- 
ister Manuel Espinosa said earlier 
that Mr. Ortega would explain his 
latest conciliation offer during the 
meeting with Mr. Shultz, which 
U.S. sources said was sought by 
Nicaragua. 

Mr. Onega said on Wednesday 
that Nicaragua would send home 
Cuban military advisers- 


Lange accuses U.S. 
over nuclear weapons 


OXFORD. England (R) — New 
Zealand Prime Minister David 
Lange, under fire from Britain and 
the 'United States for his anti- 
nuclear policy. Saturday accused 
the U.S. of trying to force his cou- 
ntry to accept nuclear weapons in 
its territory. 

“To compel an ally to accept 
nuclear weapons against the wis- 
hes of that ally is lo take the moral 
position of totalitarianism which 
allows no self-determination.” he 
told Oxford University’s 1 62-’ 
year-old debating society, the’ 
Oxford Union. 

The Union. Britain's most fam- 
ous debating chamber after par- 
liament. gave him a standing ova- 
tion. 

Mr. Lange, speaking in favour 
of the motion that nuclear wea- 
pons were morally indefensible, 
has incurred the wrath of Was- 
hington and the displeasure of 


Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher by refusing to allow nuclear 
warships into New Zealand wat- 
ers. 

The move has cast doubts over 
the future of the ANZUS defence 
alliance linking the U.S.. Australia 
and New Zealand. 

The debate, broadcast live in 
the United States, ended with the 
Union approving the motion by 
298 votes to 250. 

Mr. Lange said New Zealand 
had been told by some officials of 
the Reagan administration that it 
was to be made to pay for its act- 
ions. “We are in fact going to be 
made an example of. We are going 
to be ostracised ” he said. 

“For our probation, we are 
going to be kept there until we are 
compelled to resume our seat in 
the great circle of the nuclear the- 
atre.” he added. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 


-3N r-v."c -A-r - 


LEAD FROM THE RIGHT 


Holh *. ulnorahk-. North deals. 

NORTH 
* ♦ Q 63 

- A 753 

: AK8 

* A*3 

WEST EAST 

♦ 5 * J 1092 

.'KQIO . JS64 2 

: J964 : 1053 

+ J9754 +6 

SOUTH 

* AK874 
8 

: Q72 

4 K Q 10 2 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

1 ST Pass 3 ♦ Pass 

4 0 Pass 6 ♦ Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 

W’e are frequently asked to give 
one tip that would improve s per- 
son's play of Lhe hand. Those who 
ask seem to expect some magical 
formula, and they are often disap- 
pointed by this simple piece of ad 
vice: “Whenever possible, make a 
defender commit himself before you 
play a key card to a trick." Declarer 
adopted that principle to bring 
home a slam contract on this hand. 

North- South bid sensibly to a 


slam in spades. After South jumped 
in spades. North bid Tour diamonds 
to show his concentration -of 
strength while at the same time 
confirming spades as trumps. Sooth 
bid what he thought he could make. 

West led the kin? of hearts, won 
in dummy. Had trumps h«-en : <-2, 
declarer w-nuid huv«- heen plus mg 
fur an overt rick, so he •■ashed ihe 
«icr and queen of trumps. Uni’s 
rlub discard on the second round 
wjs a disappoint mi-ni Now 
declarer had a sure I rump loser, and 
hv Had t» worry about hi> fourth 
riuh as well. 

Since East was the danger hand, 
declarer planned his plats in the 
club suit so that East had to plat 
before be did. Mr cashed the ace of 
clubs and continued with a low club 
from dummy. Since if he would be 
squandering his trump trick if he 
ruffed. Easi stuffed a diamond. 

Declarer won the queen of clubs, 
crossed back Lo the table with a dia- 
mond and led anoiher dub. East 
was again faced with a losing op- 
tion. Once more he decided to 
discard mher than ruff. Now 
declarer won the king of clubs and 
ruffed his last club in dummy. 
Whether East oveiTuffed or not. he 
could score no more than one trump 
trick. 


Britons say U.K. more 
divided under Thatcher 


LNDON ( R) — A majority of Bri- 
tons believe (heir country has bec- 
ome more divided under the Con- 
servative government of Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, acc- 
ording to an opinion poll pub- 
lished Saturday. 

Dissatisfaction with Mrs. Tha- 
tcher s policies and her handling 


of social and economic problems, 
has helped the opposition Labour 
Party to surge ahead of the gov- 
ernment in popularity, the Mori 
Poll conducted for London's 
commercial television showed. 

Two-t birds of those asked in the 
poll said Britain had become more 
divided under Mrs. Thatcher. 



Utah Sen. lake Gain shows off a fluid mixing experiment he was 
supposed to do during his four-day space mission aboard shuttle 
Challenger which was cancelled because of problems with two sat- 
ellites (AP wire photo) 

Shuttle flight cancelled 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida' 
(AP) — Next week's planned lau- 
nch of space shuttle Challenger 
with U.S. Senator Jake Garn and a 
French astronaut as passengers 
has been cancelled because of 
problems with two SI 00-million 
satellites. NASA has announced. 

The space agency said it will 
combine some features of the mis- 
sion with those of another flight 
that had been scheduled March 
22. which also will be delayed bec- 
ause of the need to outfit the shu- 
ttle Discovery- for a Canadian 
communications satellite that was 
to have flown on the cancelled 
journey. 

That could delay the hew. com- 
bined mission until April. 

The problems are in two sat- 
ellites — one already in space and 
one in the Challenger’s cargo bay. 

NASA believes there is a pro- 
blem with devices aboard the tra- 
cking and data relay satellites that 
encode secret signals being rel- 
ayed between ground stations and 
military shuttle flights. The space 
agency refused to be specific 
about the problems, saying that is 
classified information. 


“The TDRS spacecraft has enc- 
ryption devices installed to protect 
the system from interfering sig- 
nals.” NASA said. “It is therefore 
impossible to provide further tec- 
hnical detail regarding the pro- 
blem without exposing the nature 
of the protection system." 

NASA said it- would select a 
launch date and name a crew for 
’the combined flight aboard Dis- 
covery sometime next week. 
NASA could not say whether 
Sen Gam wiU be aboard that 
mission, however, if precedent is 
followed he would be on the flight. 

Patrick Baudry. the first French 
astronaut assigned to fly on an 
American spaceship, also was to 
have been part of the seven- 
member crew for next week's 
flight. Sen. Garn. a Utah Rep- 
ublican. was to have flown as a 
congressional observer in his role 
£s chairman of an appropriations 
subcommittee that oversees 
NASA spending. 

During the flight, the crew was 
to deploy the TDRS-B and a Can- 
adian communications satellite, as 
well as conduct French and Ame- 
rican medical experiments. 


Gromyko 
returns to 
Moscow 

MADRID (R) — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko flew 
back to Moscow Saturday after a 
three-day official visit to Spain, 
during which he launched a fresh 
barrage of criticism against Pre- 
sident Reagan's ‘Star Wars’ arms 

project. , , 

Mr. Gromyko said at a lunch 
given by Spanish Foreign Minister 
Fernando Moran Friday that the 
possibility of nuclear war would 
not be an exaggeration if the arms 
race were allowed to ’Spread into 
outer space. 

In a reference to Mr. Reagan s 
plans to deploy anti-missile sys- 
tems in space, he added : “ Projects 
to achieve military supremacy will 
not materialise either on earth or 
outer space.” 

He said his talks with Mr. 
Moran. Socialist Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez and King Juan 
Carlos had mainly dealt with ways 
to prevent the militarisation of 
space, to contain the arms race 
and avert nuclear war. 

After their second round of 
talks Friday, which lasted like the 
day before for two-and-a-half 
hours. Mr. Moran said they had 
also talked about the Middle East 
and Central America. 

Spanish officials said they were 
delighted that Mr. Gromyko had 
played down Moscow’s criticism 
of Spain's decision to remain in 
the North Atlantic Treaty Org- 
anisation (NATO). 

Mr. Moran said there was no 
pressure or recrimination when 
NATO membership, on which a 
referendum is due next year, was 
raised. 

The Soviet minister’s visit was 
the first high-level contact bet- 
ween Madrid and Moscow since 
Mr. Gonzalez decided to reverse 
his party's policy and keep Spain 
in the alliance. 

It also provided Mr. Grorqyko 
with an opportunity to restate 
Moscow's positionbefore 
Soviet-U.S. arms control talks sta- 
rting in Geneva on March 12. 

Mr. Gromyko told reporters the 
Russians were going to Geneva in 
search of peace’ but the outcome 
did not depend on Moscow alone. 


Pakistan to hang one hijack helper 


KARACHI (R) — Pakistan's mil- 
itary government has commuted 
death sentences on three men 
convicted of aiding a 19.S1 plane 
hijacking but a fourth man is due 
to hang, the condemned man's 
lawyer said Saturday. 

Nasir Baluch. who denied cha- 
rges of helping hijackers to buy 
tickets for a Pakistani airliner they 
commandeered to Kabul and 
Damascus, would be executed 
next week, lawyer Shafi Moh- 
ammadi said. 

The other three. Ayub Malik. 
Saifullah Khalid and Issa Baluch. 
had their death sentences com- 
muted to life imprisonment. Mr. 
Mohammadi said. A fifth man. 
Rasool Bux. was jailed for 14 
years. 

The sentences, which stemmed 
from the 19N1 hijacking by the 


outlawed opposition group Al- 
Zulfikar led by two sons of exe- 
cuted foqner Prime Minister Zol- 
fikar Att Bhutto, aroused int- 
ernational concern when they 
were announced last November.' 

The human rights organisation 
Amnesty International appealed 
to martial law President Moh- 
ammad Zia UI Haq to commute 
the death sentences and allow an 
open court to rehear the case tried 
by a special military court. 

Amnesty, opposition politicians 
and lawyers and the Karachi- 
based National Council for Civil 
Liberties claimed the four were 
wrongly implicated in the hij- 
acking and sentenced by a court 
which flouted its own procedures 
by revising its sentences. 

Tlie coun. which sat in a Kar- 
achi jail, originally sentenced 


Nasir Baluch to death and the four 
others to long prison terms in Sep- 
tember 1983. according to court 
documents made available by def- 
ence lawyers. 

The then military governor of 
Sind province did not confirm the 
sentences for lack of evidence, but 
his successor did and sent them to 
Gen. Zia for approval. 

After Gen. Zia failed to app- 
rove them, the governor withdrew 
his earlier confirmation and sent 
them back to court, which then 
sentenced three more men to- 
death, the documents showed. 

Defence lawyers said these Sen- 
tences were invalid because the 
Pakistan Army Act governing mil- 
itary trials says sentences cannot 
be revised or withdrawn once con- 
firmed. 


Pol Pot: Vietnamese offensive failed 


BANGKOK (R) — Kampuchean 
guerrilla leader Pol Pot says ins- 
urgents have killed or wounded up 
to 8.000 Vietnamese soldiers in 
Kampuchea since November. 
Khmer Rouge Radio reported 
Saturday in a rare mention — tho- 
ugh only by title — of its top mil- 
itary commander. 

Pol Pot. widely blamed for the 
deaths of hundreds of thousands 
of Kampucheans during his period 
of rule from 1975 to 1979. called 


Hanoi's current dry season 
counter-guerrilla campaign in 
western Kampuchea a failure, the 
radio said. 

"Vietnam’s aim is to destroy 
our battlefield commanders, our 
forces, our supply stocks and cut 
our transportation routes. Bui all 
of Vietnam’s evil aims have been 
defeated." Khmer Rouge Radio, 
monitored here, quoted its mil- 
itary chief as saying. 

The broadcast referred to the 


former Kampuchean premier not 
by name but only by his current 
title of supreme commanderof the 
Khmer Rouge's estimated 30.000 
•to 40.000 fighters. 

In a battlefield situation report 
dated Feb. 28. Pol Pot said Vie- 
tnam had little success but suf- 
fered heavy personnel and mat- 
erial losses while trying to chase 
.the Khmer Rouge from western 
border sanctuaries, the radio rep- 
orted. 


Military rule returns to Bangladesh 


DHAKA (R) — Tough military 
rule has returned and political act- 
ivity has been frozen again in Ban- 
gladesh. an impoverished nation 
of 90 million people still searching 
for democracy after 13 years of 
political turmoil. 

Military President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad, in power for 
three years, announced Friday 
night He would hold a referendum 
on March 2 1 to seek national app- 
roval for continuing his rule until a 
civilian government could be for- 
med. 

He banned all political activity, 
closed the country’s six uni- 
versities. imposed a five-hour cur- 
few on Dhaka and reappointed 
serfior army generals as martial 
law administrators in five zones. 

Many politicians belonging to 
the main opposition parties were 
not available for comment. Family 
sources said they were hiding to 
avoid possible arrest. 

The two main leaders. Begum 
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina 
Wazed. were at home but aides 
said they would not speak to the 
press. 

“We are back again at square 
one." said one diplomat who bel- 
ieved the return of democracy 
would be delayed for an ind- 


efinable period. 

Bangladesh, created from East 
Pakistan after the 1971 war bet- 
ween India and Pakistan, has been 
plagued with problems and vio- 
lence from its - incept ion. 

Its first president. Sheikh Muj- 
ibur Rahman, was killed with most 
of his family in a bloody military 
iroup in 1975. 

His successor. Ziaur Rahman, a 
military roan turned politician, 
seemed to be putting the country 
on the right track when he was 
assassinated in an abortive mil- 
itary mutiny. 

Then came civilian rule under 
President Abdus Sattar. a former 
judge. But he was overthrown in 
March, 1982. by Gen. Ershad who 
said he would rid the country of 
corruption and restore democracy 
in two years. 

He took initiatives early last 
year to gradually return to civilian 
rule, but also helped to launch a 
new political party , the Jaaadal. to 
promote his political objectives. 

Gen. Ershad has announced 
dates for parliamentary elections 
four times,: but each time aba- 
ndoned his. plans because opp- 
osition parties, claiming he would 
manipulate the results in his fav- 


our. said they would boycott the 
polls. 

Gen. Ershad subsequently took 
elaborate measures try to give 
military government a neutral 
image. 

He removed all political min- 
isters from his cabinet last month, 
dismantled the martial law app- 
aratus, abolished military courts, 
and pledged that he would stay 
completely neutral in par- 
liamentary elections set for April 
6. 

“This was the most unp- 
recedented concession given by 
any military ruler in the world’s 
history”. Ala nr Rahman Khan, a 
former prime minister, told Reu- 
ters. 

“ Parliamentary elections would 
have brought democracy back and 
sent the military to the barracks in 
a most peaceful manner,” 

But the’ opposition parties still 
said they felt Gen. Ershad was not 
sincere in his commitment. They 
wanted him tocieaify state that he . 
had no political ambitions. 

“Enough is enough. My sin- , 
eerily about democracy was tot- 
ally misunderstood. They thought 
.it was my weakness.” Gen Ershad 
said in his broadcast Friday night. 


At least three killed in 
Indian election violence 


N§W DELHI (Rj ^ At ieast 
three people were shot dead Sat- 
urday in the eastern state of Bihar 
during voting for four Indian state 
assemblies that will show whether 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi still 
commands widespread pop- 
ularity. 

All India Radio, reporting the 
deaths, said security forces in 
Bihar were given shoot-on-sight 
orders for dealing with tro- 
ublemakers. 

Indian newspapers said Sat- 
urday polling had been postponed 
in several constituencies following 
the killing of at least 1 2 candidates 
in pre-election violence so far. 
More than 400 people have been 
injured, the papers reported. 

Morning polling was brisk in the 
elections for 938 seats held Sat-, 
urday. the radio said. A further 
1.580 constituencies vote on Tue- 
sday. 

The- results from both days are 
expected to be announced on 


March 5 and 6. India's Chief Ele- 
ction Commissioner R.K. Trivedi 
said. 

In separate parts of Bihar Sat- 
urday. two men standing outside a 
polling booth were shot dead and 
'a 1 2-year-old boy was killed when 
'a policeman accidentally opened 
fire on him. 

; The Press Trust of India (PT1) 
said polling was suspended at 
three booths in Bihar when aut- 
horities found all the votes had 
been cast before the polls opened. 
The officials involved were arr- 
ested. it added. 

PTI said police in Bihar seized a 
car found to contain 1 8 guns and 
40 cartridges and arrested three 
men. one of them a police ser- 
geant. 

Mr. Gandhi, whose Congress 
(I) Party won an overwhelming 
four-fifths majority in par- 
liamentary polls in December, has 
campaigned nationwide for the 
state elections. 


Zimbabwean forces clamp 
down on provincial town 


HARARE (R) — Zimbabwe's 
security forces Saturday clamped 
down on Bulawayo, capital of tro- 
ubled Matabeleland province, 
cordoning off the predominantly 
black western townships, res- 
idents said Saturday^ 

The residents, contacted by 
Reuters by telephone, said the 
centre of the city was virtually 
deserted with troops allowing only 
a trickle of workers out of the 
closed-off area. 

The operation began before 
dawn with troops moving into pos- 
ition in convoys of trucks. 

The action is similar to previous 
security operations in the south 
western city, main powerbase of 
chief .opposition leader Joshua 
Nkomo. which have preceded 
swoops through the townships in 
search of suspected dissidents. 

Mr. Nkomo arrived in Bul- 
awayo Friday to attend funeral 
services Saturday for five officials 
of £be minority United African 
National Council (UANC) mur- 
dered in the north western town of 
Hwange last Sunday. 

UANC leader Bishop ' Abel 
Muzorewa also arrived in Bul- 
awayo Friday. There was no imm- 
ediate word on their whereabouts. 

The action cast doubt on whe- 
ther the- funeral services, sch- 
eduled for a cemetery in the wes- 
tern townships, would be able to 
go ahead. 

But some similar operations in 
the past have ended by midday 
and life m the city quickly ret- 
urned to normal. ... 

No government comment on 


the operation was immediately 
forthcoming and senior gov- 
ernment spokesmen were not ava- 
ilable. They were attending a con- 
ference of the ruling ZANU-PF 
Party conference in the town of 
Kadoma. 100 kilometres south 
west of Harare. 

Matabeleland has been the 
scene of widespread security ope- 
rations during the past two years 
against rebels who have killed 
several hundred government off- 
icials. farmers and villagers. 

, The government says that the 
rebels are ZAPU loyalists, a cha- 
rge that Mr. Nkomo denies. 

A helicopter equipped with a 
"sky shoot’* loudspeaker hovered 
over the townships as the ope- 
ration began, telling people that 
movement in and out of the area 
was now controlled and advising 
them to stay in their homes. 

A person who answered the tel- 
ephone at Mr. Nkomo’ s home ins- 
•ide the sealed-off area, said he had 
gone otn butdid not know where. 

Diplomatic ■ sources said t j, e 
■operation was an anti-dissident 
dnve. adding that a recent inc- 
rease in armed robbery in the wes- 
tern suburbs indicated a number 
•of rebels may have moved into the 
townships from their normal hid- 
eouts in remote bush areas. 

They added that severai tho- 
usand troops and police were tak- 
ing part m the operation. 

, Several Bulawayo businesses 
contacted by telephone said vir- 
. tuaOy. none of their staff had rep- 
orted for work Saturday. 



* 


Taylor holds party 
for Burton’s family 

LONDON (R) - caress Eli- 
zabeth Taylor threw a Welsh party 
to celebrate St. David s Day with 
the friends and family of Richard 
Burton, her ex-husband and 
Wales' most famous actor. Guests 
at London's exclusive Dorchester 
Hotel marked the national holiday 
with a variety of tradiuonal dishes: 
Leek soup. Welsh lamb, gnddie 
scones, and cheese and sausages 
from Caerphilly and Glamorgan 
in south Wales. Taylor, who was 
twice married to Burton, cel- 
ebrated her 53rd birthday in Lon- 
don this week. Burton died last 
year. 

Medals from Everest 
flight auctioned 

LONDON (Rl — Medals awa- 
rded to an eccentric millionairess 
who helped’ finance the first plane 
flight over Mount Everest have, 
fetched more than five times their 
expected price at a London auc- 
tion. Dame Fanny Houston was 
awarded the silver medals in 1933 
for her pan in providing funds for 
two small aircraft in the first flight 
over the world's highest peak, at 
that time unsealed. The London 
auction house Sorheby's expected 
the medals to go for about £350 
($385). but the Royal Air Force 
Museum in London paid £1,760 
($1,936). The Times of London 
newspaper issued the medals, 
which went missing in 1936. the 
year Houston died, but were une- 
xpectedly discovered on a London 
market stall nearly 30 years later. 
An actress in her youth. Houston 
inherited £7 million ($7.7 million) 
when her third husband died. 

Man who had wrong 
kidney removed 
wihs $4.6 million 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A 64- 
year-old businessman. Harry Jor- 
dan, who said doctors mistakenly 
removed his healthy kidney ins- 
tead of a diseased one, was awa- 
rded $4.6 million damages, “fve 
lost my life — there is no amount 
of money that can replace that,” 
Jordan, who is confined to a whe- 
elchair and wears a body brace, 
told reporters. Jordan, who was a 
member of the governing board of 
Long Beach Community Hospital, 
where he underwent the operation 
in November 1982. said doctors 
found a large tumour on one of his 
kidneys, but the healthy kidney . 
instead of the diseased one was 
removed. “My life has become 
one of pain, pills and medical vis- 
its.” Jordan said. A superior coun 
■jury found four doctors negligent 
in the case. s 

Kirk Douglas, Gina 
Lollobrigida 
receive awards 

PARIS (AP) — Film stars Kirk 
Douglas and Gina Lollobrigida 
received awards from Culture 
Minister Jack Lang for their con- 
tribution to the cinema. Douglas 
was awarded the Chevalier of the 
Legion of Honour by Mr. Lang 
who said the American actor was. 
not only one of the greatest con- 
temporary actors, but also one of 
those that the public of our cou- 
ntry knows and appreciates the 
best.” In awarding Miss Lol- 
lobrigida the Officer of Arts and 
Letters. Mr. Lang said the dec- 
oration was “the logical result of a 
long history of love between Fra- 
nce and her.” “ With more than 60 
films you have conquered the 
world, you have imposed an exa- 
m P |e ? f success by nobility, the 
refusal of all compromise.” 

Palace may rent 
out apartments 

— The wealthy 
may be able to set up house in a 
genuine royal palace outside Lon- 
^T°; d !^ o a Proposal rep- 
b y British newspapers. The 
Times and the Daily Telegraph 
said the government was con- 

fdea ° f anting out 
some of the apartments in 1 000- 

Coun Palace - for 
centunes the home of kings and 

pramS a dozen units 
crown io widows of 

d,X^ hCd mUitaf y men and 
diplomats were empty and could 

Hamnt ° n ^ e real e state market. 

R^r * n D |^° Url ’ 0n the Thames 
London t J n ® lTes from central 

in 16th Cen- 
vin UM Upied by KtagHw* 
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